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DADDY’O’S GEORGETOWN STORIES
INTRODUCTION:

My name is Alaska Williams, aka Lester, aka Daddy’O, | am 75
years old. These stories are about my life in Georgetown. Many of
the stories were taken from newspaper articles, public records,
my memory and interviews.

Georgetown was a special place. It was in the heart of coal
country when the Harlan County coal wars were raging. Many
people lost their lives trying to bring the coal miners’ union into
this part of the world.

Many of these stories reflect Georgetown, the good, the bad and
sometimes the ugly.

Georgetown was located in a flood zone. In the 1970s the US
Army Corps of Engineers rerouted Martins Fork river. As a result,
Georgetown was evacuated. This rerouting was necessary to
save the downtown area of Harlan from the devastating floods
that the area had experienced over the years.

Georgetown was sacrificed for the greater good. That does not
excuse us from recognizing this vibrant Black community and the
fact that it was removed from the face of the earth. | am leading
an effort to commemorate our community, its rich history and to
respect the legacy that it deserves.

This book tells stories of a vibrant Black community, located in the
coal fields of Eastern Kentucky. This was a remarkably interesting
era that included the wars of the local coal industry. Georgetown
had a number of notable events that occurred at the same time.



CHAPTER 1
BIG VERDA FAMILY MOVE TO GEORGETOWN:

| am Daddy’O, the paperboy. My family moved to Georgetown the
summer of 1954, Mother was pregnant with Carl, the baby of the
family. Dad was a coal miner and union officer. Harlan is the county
seat of Harlan County. Georgetown was a sub-community of Harlan.

My oldest brother Sonny was not with us. He left home at an early
age. “Big Lon” Alonzo Jr., Jean, Aubrey, Otis, Me, Betty Rae, Johnny
moved to Georgetown of a rainy day that summer. Our new house
was five doors from the park. It was big news to have seven kids
move into the neighborhood. A playmate for everyone. We were 2
years apart and most families had the same make-up.

Georgetown started when you come across the bridge. To the left
was Ken Hurst’s place, a two-story brick building. Houses lined both
sides of the street. Central Ave. ended at Kentucky Ave. To the right
was the Hall, the center of Georgetown. The Hall had a food counter,
dance floor with a jukebox, pool room / gambling area and a barber
shop in the front. The Hall had a food counter, dance floor with a
jukebox, pool room / gambling area and a barber shop in the front.
Mr. Obey Tentman sold whisky by the half-pint. The Hall was the
place to be on the weekend.

Miss Bea (Beatrice) Hensley, a White lady, had a grocery store in a
two-story building across the street from the Hall. Miss Bea’s had
everything, ice cream, fresh vegetables, a fresh meat deli and more.
Miss Bea was a genuinely nice lady. She also owned a beer
warehousing business. She had a big barn in the back of the store
full of beer by the case. Harlan was a dry city, and Miss Beawas a



big-time bootlegger, she sold beer by the case to the retail operation
in the area.

Georgetown had approximately sixty homes. There were only two
named streets, KY Ave. and Green St. The rest were alleys that ran
throughout. A back alley that ran the full length of KY Ave. on the R.R.
side. Green St. ran from the R.R. to the river. There were three
asphalted allies on the river side of KY Ave.

My future wife now of 55 years lived at 111 Green St., | lived at 306
KY Ave. less than 100 yards away, “go figure. She lived with her
mother, her older brother William and her father. Aka “Catherine” to
her family was the luckiest little girl in town. She lived on the same
street as her uncle Roy and his significant other aunt Ruby Wever,
aunt Sarah, and her father’s sister aunt Estell. She had family in over
half of the homes on the Street.

The Shiloh Baptist Church was on the RR side of Green St. and Miss
Frances Lee’s place was on the corner of Green St. and KY Ave. on
the park side and Rev. Tentman’s little convenience store on the
other corner. Miss Frances’ place had a dance floor, jukebox and
snack bar. She and her girls lived in an upstairs apartment. We loved
Miss Frances; mother had an account with here and we could get an
orange ad every day. | loved that.

Georgetown park was at the end of KY Ave., and it had everything us
kids needed to have fun. There was a baseball / football field with
bleachers in the center of a big field that was Georgetown park. On
the R.R. side was a large 10 ft. high slide with swings, teeter totter
board, horseshoes area, monkey bars and other recreation
equipment. On the river side of the park, was a basketball court, and
a tennis court. Just beyond the park was the Nickel Hole where
many of us learned to swim. We played from sunup to sundown and



beyond. After dark we played kick the can hide and go seek and
others fun games. Georgetown was a great place to grow up.

Rosenwald high school used the park for football and track practice,
with a high jump and pole-vaulting area. Rosenwald High won the
State track championship in 1963. My brother Aubrey was on the
team.

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT!
“BIG VERDA FAMILY MOVE TO GEORGETOWN?”



Chapter 2
DADDY’O THE PAPERBOY STARTS HIS DAY:

In the summer | picked up my papers around 12:30 PM and
headed to Georgetown. The pickup location was in the back of
the Harlan Daily Enterprise, in the same alley with the Greyhound
bus Station. This was 1959 in KY, so if you were Black and
needed to eat at the bus station, there was a pigeonhole area in
the back to place your order. Coming out of the alley | would see
the big glass window showing the counter where the White people
were served their food. At the time | did not think anything of it;
but now | can see how that must have impacted my psyche.

Lightheartedly, | moved through town on Central Ave. toward
Georgetown. | passed the donut bakery with the aroma of donuts
baking, | loved the smell of fresh donuts, | would buy one from
time to time. Moving on, | passed the barber shop, the bank, the
Coca-Cola bottling plant and the VTC line bus Station. And then
there was the swimming pool, the only full-size pool for Blacks in
the county. | loved our swimming pool; | would go once a week.

After the pool | would start across the bridge. At the high point of
the bridge, | would often stop to look at the fish in the river below
and dream of catching one of the big ones. | loved to fish.

Then | was on to Georgetown to deliver my papers. | enjoyed my
job, delivering papers to my customers and getting paid. Getting
paid was nice. Mother was the manager of the paper delivery
service of our household. When | collected from my customers |
would give her the money, so when it was time to pay, she would
give me the amount she had. | would go to the paper office and
pay the bill. More often than not | would be short, but the man that
| paid would give me a little tip. He was a genuinely nice man.



| also had a Knoxville Journal Sunday route. The route was so
large and the papers so big my father would drive me to the
pickup point. | would start there, and he would drive the route and
drop off smaller amounts on the route. This way | didn’t have to
carry all of those heavy papers all at once.

The Knoxville Journal man that | worked for would come to the
house for his money. Mother would work things out with him. As |
remember we would always be a little short. When | was eleven
and twelve, | was hospitalized to repair my hips. Both of them had
slipped and | had to be operated on, to pin my hips together. Both
times | was in the hospital for months. To my surprise the
Knoxville Journal had insurance on me, and | was paid workman's
compensation both times. It was nice getting a check when | got
out of the hospital.

Mr. Ken Hersh was my first customer just beyond the Georgetown
bridge. He and his wife lived in a two-story brick building. With a
barber shop on the right and a restaurant with a soda bar on the
other side. The soda bar was great and just as nice as the ones
up town for the White people. . They had two apartments upstairs.
Ken and his wife lived in one of them. And he rented out the other
one, years later my brother Aubrey would rent that extra
apartment with his young family. When we were teenagers, this
building became Henry Brown’s place, Henry turned the barber
shop side into a juke joint much like the Hall. He served beer,
whisky by the half-pint, food and there was a jukebox as well. It
was the hot spot for older teenager and young adults.

My next customer was to the left on Kentucky Ave. Miss
Davenport and her family lived next to the Methodist church. Rev.
Adams was the minister and lived in a house connected to the
back of the church. Next was a customer in back of the Mills’
house that was at the end of the street.



Then | was on to Mason Hurn’s house, his mother was a good
customer, she paid every week. | had a number of customers
throughout Georgetown. Some were good and some not so good.
There were some | had to wait until check day to get paid. To me
they were all good customers.

There were some customers that would buy my extra papers, Mr.
Fats was one of them. Fats was a nice guy, and | would stop by
just to say hi and enjoy his company. He would buy a paper if
there was notable news. Nearing his house, | would call out;
‘EXTRA, EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT"! Mr. Fats enjoyed my
having fun with him.

| would go by the Hall to sale my extra papers. The Hall was the
main entertainment place in Georgetown. It had a lunch stand and
barber shop in the front, next was a dance floor with a jukebox
and in the back was a pool hall with a gambling room. When | was
sixteen, | worked as the barber and spent my free time in the back
shooting pool and playing cards with some of the older guys. |
enjoyed my time at the Hall.

At the corner of Green Street and Kentucky Ave. was Rev.
Tentman’s convenience store and Miss Frances’ place. We loved
Miss Frances;’ it was a wonderful place for young people it had a
dance floor and a jukebox. It was the place to be on the weekend.
It was a two-story brick building with an apartment upstairs. She
and her three girls lived upstairs.

We lived on the same side of street as Miss Frances. The Shiloh
Baptist Church as on the RR side of Green St. Shiloh Baptist was
our family’s church. Dad was the Deacon, and my brothers would
fire the stove and ring the bell to start Church service. We lived
three doors for the corner of Green St. at 306 Kentucky Ave. on
the same side of the street as Miss Francis Lee’s.



Along with Kentucky Ave. and Green St. there were four main
alleys in Georgetown. The back alley that ran along the RR all the
way to the park. The other three alleys were on the riverside. The
first was the Kirksey’s on the right and the Hollingsworth’s on the
other side of the alley. Miss Lorine Cranford and her family lived
in this alley.

The next alley just past Green St. was the chicken shack alley, it
was across the street from our house. My best girlfriend
Georgeann lived in the chicken shack, | spent much of my free
time at Miss Sunshine’s, her mother. Miss Sunshine and | would
play cards, together, we played conquian (coon) you just needed
two to play and she and | would play for hours. If we could find
two others, we would play “bid whist” we had big fun playing cards
together. Miss Sunshine also sold homebrew and beer. It was my
job to put the beer in the freezer to get it cold quick and to get it
out before it would freeze. Us kids would sale the beer and
homebrew when Miss Sunshine was not home. Missy (Naja
Merita) Georgeann’s sister and | were also good friends as well,
we were friends with benefits for most of our early teenage years.
Miss Fay and her family moved to this alley when | was yet a

teenager. This was a fun alley for a young teenager male to hang
out, | loved it.

The next alley was by the park. There was a streetlight on
Kentucky Ave. at the end of this alley. We played many of our
early ni ames under that streetlight. Some of the games we
played -nide and seek, kick the can and other fun games.
There were always plenty of kids to play with at this end of
Georgetown. We had Miss Nina’s kids 4 or 5 kids, the Fluker's 5
or 6 kids, Miss Sunshine’s 5 or 8, the Perkins house had 4 or 5,
our house of 6 or 7, and others. That’s not counting the up the
street kids, from Green St. up was up the street part of
Georgetown. At one time we call ourselves the down the street
gang and the up the street gang. | don’t remember ever doing



anything as a gang. We were up the street and down the street
gangs in name only.

Mr. Ves Hinton was my only customer on the RR side of the back
alley. Miss. Fay Fields and her family also lived on the RR side at
this time. Miss Fay was directly behind our house. | had fun with
her and her daughters, many of them were the same ages as me
and my siblings. Our ages were Carl 4, Johnny 6, Betty Rae 8, |
was 10, Otis 12, Aubrey 14, Jean 16 and Big Lon was 18. Fay’s
family had about the same ages, and she had about the same
number of children.

Ves Hinton was a coal miner and a farmer. He also raised hogs.
He had a big corn field behind the park and a sugarcane field on
the other end of Georgetown. He owned a mule and horse that he
used to plow his corn and sugarcane fields, he also plowed local
gardens. | worked for Mr. Ves; | would go with him when he had a
garden to plow. | remember going to a house on Kelly Hill, a
White area. | went to the door. A little boy came to the door and
yelled out “there is a “N” at the door. That was first and only time |
remember being called that word throughout my childhood.

The fun part of working for Mr. Ves was he would let me ride the
horse and mule through Georgetown to get water in the river. |
was called the “mule Boy” and | loved that title. This is a side
note.... Mr. Ves owed me $3.00 for my work. | decided not to ask
him for it. You will understand why after my next story.

When there was big news in the paper, to sale my extra papers |
would call out.

EXTRA, EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT!

“DADDY’O THE PAPERBOY STARTS HIS DAY”



Chapter 3

NEGRO SHOTGUNNED, BEATEN TO DEATH

There was no bigger story than the one about Mr. Vessie Hinton
and Jake Blunt!

“Vessie Hinton is jailed, charged with slaying of Jake Blunt, 50”
report from: The Harlan Daily Enterprise.

This is my recall of this story. Jake was a tough guy, a gangster
type, my mother was a friend of his and he had given mother his
gun for safekeeping. So, when Ves was chasing him down, he
was trying to get to his gun at our house. Two weeks earlier Ves
and Jake had argued about jake hitting Ves’s mule with the butt of
his gun. Ves had said he was going to get back at him for hitting
his mule.

| talked with Miss Queenie Perkins about this story, she said it
was more to it than the mule issue, she said Ves’ woman Emma
Pearl was kid-folk of Jake. Ves had gotten into it with Emma Pearl
and had dumped her into a big slop barrel. The 55 gal. barrel was
in the alley in back of our house near Ves’ place. She had to walk
home dripping with slop. | remember seeing her going home that
day.

Jake and Ves had words about the way Ves was treating his kin
and Jake had said he was going to get back at Ves for it. They
both had been in prison for manslaughter and what they said was
not to be taken lightly.

It was early Sunday afternoon. Jake was walking along the back
alley behind Shiloh Baptist Church, in front of Ves’ house. Ves
said “O" | got you without your gun. And he grabbed his shotgun
and started to run after Jake. Ves had a limp from a mining



accident, so he was hopping along after Jake. Jake was in a full
sprint, but Ves was able to keep up with him. Jake ran down
Green St. to Kentucky Ave. he turned left and when he got to our
house he turned left to get to his gun. But as he turned Ves shot
him in the shoulder and he fell under my mother’s kitchen window.
Ves came up on him and used the butt of his gun to hit him in the
face a number of times.

| was there and Ves was standing back from Jake. Jake was
breathing and blood was pumping out of his body. Ves said,
nobody go to him! My father asked, let me go to him; Ves said,
OK Mr. Lonzo, you can go. But it was too late, Jake died right
there, under my mother’s kitchen window.

EXTRA, EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT!
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CHAPTER 4

GEORGETOWN WOMAN SHOT SIX TIMES:

Aggie Sanford Jones lived in the house on the right side us on Kentucky
Ave. She was a colorful lady, she and her bother Bud, sold homebrew, by
the quart and beer. There was always something going on at their house.
Bud sold barbecue in the front yard and homebrew and beer in the back.
Bud was a fun guy, and he managed our baseball team and help us raise
money for our team. He was a good person to hang around with. He could
tell the joke “The Signifying Monkey” like no one else.

One evening Aggie and Edna Brown had a disagreement and Aggie started
chasing Edna with a gun and shooting at her. Many of us were out, either
on our porches or in the street. So, as Aggie was chasing and shooting at
Edna, seeing this we, called out “run Edna runnn, run Edna run.” She didn’t
catch up with her nor did Edna get hit by any of the hot bullets that came
her way.

Since no one was hurt it became a joke; RUN EDNA RUN, RUN EDNA
RUN!

| was working in my barber shop in the Hall, when Merle Wilson asked me
to cut his two-year-old son’s hair. He had the kid in his lap and the child
was not happy getting his first haircut. He started to cry. Instead of calming
the child, Durite slapped my hand and stormed out of my barber shop.

Merle Wilson, aka “Durite,” was known to be difficult, so | was not
surprised.

Aggie and Durite got in an argument about their kids. Durite said he was
going to kill Aggie. The next day he came to Georgetown to do just that. He
shot her six time and killed her on the street right in front of her home. Right
next to our old house at 306 Kentucky Ave.

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT!!

“GEORGETOWN WOMAN SHOT SIX TIMES”
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Agnes L Jones
in the Kentucky, U.S., Death Index, 1911-200C

Detail Source

Name: Agnes L Jones
Death Date:  11Jul 1967
Death Place: Harlan
Age: 41
Residence: Harlan
Volume: 32
Certificate: 15787

© 2023 Ancestry.com



CHAPTER 5
TWO HARLAN YOUNGSTERS DIE AS HOME BURNS

Willie Cotton aka “Dollar Will,” moved his family in a house just
behind us in the alleyway next to our house. He had four kids,
three boys and a girl (Lester Wayne 10, Hester Jane 9, Chester
Lane 7 and Eddie James 5). They moved to Georgetown after his
wife died of a gunshot wound during an argument with a neighbor.

Late one night their house caught fire, the fire burned hot and
fast. Dollar Will was at a house nearby and rushed home to do
what he could. The fire was just too hot, and he could not do very
much.

| was home and remember it as heartbreaking for our community.

| saw this. The tragedy was; when Chester Lane aka “Pap” came
out onto the porch and went back inside for his little brother
Eddie. He could have saved himself, but he returned to save his
baby brother. They both died in that fire. So sad!!

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT!!
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CHAPTER 6
ARREST OF 3 SOLVES GEORGETOWN NEGRO’S MURDER:

7/27/1957 Three men killed Robert Thomas and dumped his body on
Green St., near the Shilo Baptist Church. I was only 8 but I remember
everyone was talking about it. The men had been gambling on River
Street and used a baseball bit to kill Thomas. LC Perkins was one of the
men accused of the killing. He was the father of our lifetime friend
Joyce. Joyce said her father did not go to prison for the killing.

I called and talked with Miss Queenie Perkins, L.C.’s wife, November
2023. She remembered it like it was yesterday. She said when her
husband L. C. was in jail she visited him. He was a Mason but had not
practiced for some time and did not remember the knock. She went to
the jail and taught him the knock. She said that may have helped him
with the officials that were dealing with his case. Anyway, he did not go
to prison for the killing.

June Worthington reported that Thomas had a knife doing the fight and
cut L. C. with it. June Worthington also said he gave the knife to Miss
Queenie. Miss Queenie said L. C. did not get cut, and she did not receive
or have any knife. In the end no one went to prison for the killing.

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT!!

“ARREST OF 3 SOLVES GEORGETOWN NEGRO’S MURDER?”
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CHAPTER 7
TWO GEORGETOWN MEN SHOT TO DEATH IN BENHAM

George Mills aka “Jet” 53 years old, was well known in Georgetown and
throughout Harlan County. Jet was a man bigger than life in many ways.
When he was in the room you knew it. He was a big-time gambler,
womanizer, bootlegger, and other things if you needed them.

Jet had fathered 10 kids by his wife Lola and 2 by his woman Inez Huff.
Inez also lived in Georgetown on Green St.

He had a sidekick, John L. Goins, 32 years old. John L. lived with Miss
Frances Lee and had two children by her. They lived just up the street
from our house on Ky Ave.

[ remember Mr. Jet loved football. He would be on the field when
Rosenwald played their home games. Many of his boys played and he
was all in, supporting them.

Jet had let it be known if he found anyone with his woman. The woman
that lived in Benham. He was going to kill them. Jet was known to carry
a gun and didn’t have an issue using it.

James D. Peeples, 43 was the man that was running around with the

woman that Jet was warning everybody about. So, Peeples knew he
had an issue when Jet came to the door. It was late on a Sunday and
Peeples was at Jet’s woman’s house. So, when Jet came to the door,
he had to do what he had to do. So, Peeples shot through the door
killing both Jet and his sidekick J L. Jet was found with a cocked gun
under his body.

Peeples went down the street to his sister’s house and called the
police. He turned over the gun and surrendered. Peeples did not go

to prison for the killings.

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT!!
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CHAPTER 8
HARLAN MAN IS CHARGED IN GEORGETWON SLAYING

Wheeler Beach had a compound on Green St., and they were the
only white family in Georgetown. Tracy and Claudette were like one
of us, we were great friends. They had two houses and a pony on

their property. My wife Rhoda lived next door to them and played
with Claudette often.

Claude Beach was 51 years old and was known as a gangster and a
bootlegger. He had been to prison for killing another White man.
Claude was no one to mess with.

Wheeler and Claude were bootleggers and had some of their
whiskey stashed in different areas around Georgetown. One of their
stashes was on the riverbank by Rhoda’s house. She would see
them go down to the river and hide their whiskey. She and others
knew not to mess with Claude’s liquor. If you had a brain in your
head, you knew not to fool around with their liquor. Evidently, Ernest
Barton aka “Pud” did not get the word. So, when Claude found out
that he was stealing his liquor, it was his demise.

The Harlan County Public Library oral history program had a goal to
produce stories about living in the Appalachia regent of Kentucky. O
T Henderson was one of the contributors.” The following is part of his
contribution.

O T and James Kirksey aka “Big James” were fishing buddies with
Claude. They would go to Tennessee to fish in the lakes over there.
On one occasion Claude told O T that Pud had been getting into his
liquor and he was going to kill him.



O Twent to Pud and said, “man you need to get out of town because
Claude said he was going to kill you”. Pud said Claude likes me
better than he likes you. O T said Claude and me grow up together |
know him, and he will kill you. Pud did not leave town.

One night Claude rolled up on Pud near the river side of Green St,
and it was said that Pud cried out “don’t kill me Claude,” but the gun
was fired, and he was dead. Claude was picked up and charged with
the killing.

“HARLAN MAN IS CHARGED IN GEORGETWON SLAYING”
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CHAPTER 9
WOMAN HELD IN GEORGETOWN SLAYING

John Boyd aka Buddy 26 was home visiting his father from
Chicago. When he was shot and killed. Wilma McKeithen, 24,
was arrested pending arraignment for the killing.

| called Miss Queenie Parkins, John Boyd’s sister-in-law. Miss
Queenie said she was living in Chicago at the time. Buddy was
going home to visit his father. One of his brothers was going to go
with him. But Buddy did not want to wait, so he went to Harlan
anyway. Buddy’s family didn’t like him going alone.

John and Wilma aka “Boone” had been boyfriend and girlfriend in
High School. But Buddy married another girl he had gotten
pregnant and moved to Chicago to live.

This was seven years later, and Boone was still in Harlan. She
had not gotten over the fact that Buddy Boyd had ran off with
another woman.

The night before he was to leave it was around 2:30 AM.
allegedly, Boone confronted Buddy Boyd on the Georgetown
bridge and shot him dead with a small caliber gun.
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CHAPTER 9.5

GEORGETOWN MAN HENRY BROWN FATALLY WOUNDED; ROBERT
CLOUD, HELD FOR THE KILLING:

Mr. Henry Brown was a good guy. He was a single parent and did an
excellent job raising his three boys, Garnett, Alle and Lenn. Garnett
was a year or so older than me, Allen and Lenn were younger.
Garnett was in the same class as my wife Rhoda and was promoted
with her to the sixth grade from the fourth grade. Lenn was in my
sister Betty Rae’s grade. He was always sweet of her. In Georgetown,
we were all one big happy family, going to school and playing
together.

Henry Brown also owned “HENRY’S PLACE” and ran it out of the old
Ken Hursh building. He had the same restaurant as Mr. Hursh on the
left side but on the right-side Henry had a nigh-club, with a jukebox.
He sold whiskey and beer. Henry’s was the place to be for older
teenagers and young adults.

Henry was a single man and quite the lover. He had relationships
with a number of women, Miss Sunshine’s Missy, Miss Frances
Lee’s, Wanda Sims and others.

Henry was killed during an augment with a white guy on
Georgetown’s Kentucky Ave. near his place of business.

EXTRA, EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT!
“GEORGETOWN MAN HENRY BROWN FATALLY WOUNDED?”
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CHAPTER 9.75 PEEWEE (CHARLES LANGFORD)
DIDED IN A CAR CRASH:

Peewee and | were in the 9" grade class at Rosenwald the highest
class the year it closed, 1964. The upcoming fall all grades would be
intergraded and go to the white school. Peewee and | were in Mr. TJ
Walker’s class when Peewee was cutting up. Mr. Walker said,
(Peewee) “you can’t wait to get with those white girls next year, but
you will not even make it”. This was a prolific statement because
Peewee died that summer.

| was seating on Jennett Fluker’s steps, talking about her husband
Philip. She and | was giving him the blues. Mr. Philip was a
womanizer, and we were talking about him “bad”. Mr. Philip came
out on the porch, put his hands on his hips and said, “l know you are
talking bout me”. | lived across the street, so when he came out |
thought | would have to run home, but he went back inside, and
Jenette and | continued sitting there.

When Willie Dixon or as | called him “Will Dill”. drove up with
Peewee and the others in the car and asked if | wanted to ride to
Lynch with them. Willie was my best friend, and | was always up for
a car ride. But for some reason | said, “NO 1 AM GOOD”. And they
drove off. | did not get in that “death-wagon that night’. Thank God.

On their way back home from Lynch, they had a bad car accident,
Peewee died, and Jackie Robenson was severely injured. Peewee,
Jackie Robenson, Willie Dixon and Willie’s cousin were in the car,
Willie or his cousin was driving.

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT!!! “CAR CRASH KILLS
YOUNGSETER AND BADLY INJURES PASSENGER”



CHAPTER 10
LESTER WAYNE COTTON SHOTS AT DADDY’O

It was a Sunday afternoon and as usual, | left Clovertown to go
to Georgetown. All my friends lived in Georgetown and that's
where | spent most of my free time. | worked for Mr. Obie
Tentman. He ran the Hall for his brother Bill Tentman. | was 17
and worked as the barber in the Hall. | had gone from cutting hair
on my porch to working in a two-chair barber shop with all the
dressing of a full barber shop. | wore a white smock, | had clean
barber aprons, and | used a big dusting powder brush on my
customers and oiled them down with after shaving lotion. Mr.
Obie had everything cleaned and the shop well stocked, | paid
him a share of my in-take. | was a big-time barber and | loved it.

It was Sunday and | didn’t have to work. | was off to Georgetown
all dressed up with my double breast blue sports jacket. | bought
it from Powers and Horton the highest and classist store in
Harlan.

| worked and paid my own way. Mother didn't have very much
money, so she didn’t have me to worry about. When she needed
it, | would give her lunch money for my younger siblings. | was
immensely proud of that.

That Sunday | went to the hall and some of us boys decided to
shoot dice, craps if you will. Since | worked for Mr. Obie the
Hall’s owner, | assumed the position of dealer for the dice game.
| was on the back wall, and we played on the pool table. As we
were playing, my good friend Robert Sanford had to use the
restroom. It was his turn, so when he returned, | tossed him the
dice. Lester Wayne Cotten thought it was his turn. He argued



with me and then stood on the table to stop the game. | was
running the game; so it was up to me to deal with this
interruption. | got up on the pool table and pushed Wayne off the
pool table.

| had no idea that this little rascal had a gun. As he hit the floor
Wayne turned around and shot at me. As | remember it, |
checked to see if my jacket was hit. Then | jumped behind the
pool table and started throwing pop bottles to keep his head
down. He didn't shoot anymore and in a little while Mr. Obie
came and stopped everything.

| stayed in the Hall. Lester Wayn was outside gathered up with
Bow Henry, Truman and other older Georgetowners. At that point
| had a choice, | could leave out the back and head toward
Clovertown where | lived, or | could deal with it head on. |
decided to deal with it head on. So | went outside, and | walked
up to Lester Wayne and the others and reached out my hand to
him. | said, “man let's settle this” and | shook his hand that
diffused the situation.

To my discomfort my mother happened to be on the porch just
across the street. She was visiting my sister Jean. When | saw
that my mother was aware of what had happened it hurt me, and
| shed a tear. Miss Essie my mother was a no-nonsense person.
She said, “we need to file a police report.” She and | headed
toward the police station up town. We were halfway across the
bridge when Mr. Obie stopped us and said, “please don’t go,
because if you do, they might shut me down.” Obie was on
probation from prison and didn’t need to have anything to do
with the police. My mother thought the better of it and we did not
file the complaint. She and | headed to Clovertown.



That incident was not brought up again. Thank God, my Sunday

afternoon, being shot at didn't cause any long-lasting damage to
either one of us.

I'm glad that it turned out that way. Lester Wayne and | were not
good friends but friends for the rest of our lives.



CHAPER 10.25
REFLECTIONS OF ROSENWALD HIGH SCHOOL HARLAN, KENTUCKY 1920 TO 1964

This chapter will reflect the history of the Rosenwald High School. Much of the information
was collected after 1891, As is stated these are “REFLECTIONS AND DREAM TEAMS OF
OUR BELOVED ROSENWALD ”. Please keep this in mind and enjoy the following
“REFLECTIONS.

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT!
“REFLECTIONS OF ROSENWALD HIGH SCHOOL”
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MR. WILLIAM WOOD -

William Morris Wood came to Harlan in 1928 from Sommerset, Kentucky. He had
completed his college experience at Lincoln University in Pennsylvania, and arrived to Harlan
as an educator fresh out of college. At that time, Rosenwald was a small frame building with
only a few rooms. He saw that his services were needed badly in order to train the children in
the community, and found himself wearing three hats (one as a teacher, one as coach and one
as the Principal).

During Mr. Wood’s administration as a principal, Rosenwald grew in every respect. In
1928 there were only two grades in high school, however, under his guidance a four year high
school curriculum was added, and in 1933 the first Rosenwald graduating class completed their
secondary education. He was a man of strong OpiniQn which caused him to loose his job iﬁ
1943 for speaking out in favor of a gymnasium for Rosenwald. He was rehired in 1945 with

_the promise of providing a gymnasium for fhe school.

As the years passed, the enrollment increased including both city and county pupils; the
curriculum activities and athletics strengthened; the physical plant remodeled; gymnasium units
and extra classrooms added.

Mr. Wood was a guiding light in the community. He was affiliated with the Harlan
Lodge #96, F and Am and was Grand Senior Warden of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, and
member of the Eastern Star #98.

Mr. Wood was a Deacon, and Sunday School Teacher at First Baptist Church, and
served on the Advisory Board of the Harlan Appalachian Regional Hospital Association. He
was a member of the Kentucky and National Education Association, the association of
Secondary Principals, and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

Mr. Wood’s school of thought on education was a combination of Booker T.

Washington and W. E. B. DuBois which certainly influenced many people in Harlan County

52

and the state of Kentucky.
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FOOTBALL

(*The Dream Team’’)

Carl Ledford - 42 Jim Williams - 56

Billy Pope - 46 Billy Lathagry 56

John Hale - 47 Clark Gray - 58

H. L. & Wilbert Johnson - 33 A.D. & Donald Williams - 58
Earnest Fitzgerald - 39 Rozell Hollingsworth - 56

Paul & Monroe Johnson - 39 Ezell & Charles Hicks - 61

Alfred Walker - 41 John & Willie Boyd - 61

Lawrence O’Larry - 42 Leslie, Edwin & Charles Phillips - 62
Winfred Didlake - 42 Albert & Maurice Hollingsworth - 63
Henry Tentman - 44 J. C. Seay - 61

John & Francis Goins - 46 Arthur Lee Edwards - 61

Kenneth Barnes - 51 George Mills - 60

Charles Sweatt - 53 Fred Goodson - 42

Arper Tentman - 54 Paul Fomby - 56

William and Barley Lee Hanna - 39 Michael Trigg - 63

Fred Wilson - 49 Earnest Turner - 48

Charles Muse - 62 Charlie Tentman - 62

The Dream Team has chosen Russell Simms and Earnest F}tzgerald as the Team
Captains, and Dugy Mills as Honorary Captain.

In addition, we salute Mrs. Jesse Banks and Miss Alberta Lewis, the only two
survivors of the class of 1933. They are both residents of Dayton, Ohio, former
teachers of Harlan County, Dayton, Ohio and Detroit, Michigan. The Lord has
blesed them both, and we wish them many more years here with us.
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It was wonderful - to reflect how Shed Pittards and Big Ned Bradley took
ownership of the school as well as the students. These two gentlemen served as
custodians but also as “Acting Assistant Principals” and “Acting Assistant Football
Coaches”. They, too, punished us in many ways, and we were told during football

season not to hold any of the girls’ hands or drink beer.

It has been said that Ned Bradley, Tolbert Walker, Dopey McKinley, Marshall
Mills, Hynie Carr, Dallas Blue, Vernett Seay, Gene Carr and Jimmie Chambef were
“tigers” infootball and basketball at Rosenwald. The following titles have been given

to those students who can be considered as “Hall of Fame” Inductees™:

* Best Football Player Tolbert Walker, Ned Bradley, and George J.
Washington

* Best Basketball Player Jimmie Chamber, George Tyra, Don Williams,

. Charlie Tabb,and Aubrey Williams
« Best Lineman Hymie Carr, Pearlie Stone, Clarence Edward
A and J. C. Seay

* Best Linebacker Vernett Seay and Danny Mills

« Best Halfback Duke Jones, Bill Jones, Marshall Mills,and
Dopey McKinley

* Best Quarterback Emest Harbin and Ollie Bankhead

« Best Football Coach Mr. Kendall

* Best Basketball Coach Mr. Gray

» Best Punter Floyd Turner and Ned Bradley

* Best Scholar Athlete Ray Moore, George Barnes, Eddie
Sandford, Newt McCravey and Jack Gibbs

* Best Pass Receiver Earnest Biddings, Frize Coleman and John Hale

* Most Versatile Player Harold Harrisand O. C. Dupree

The dances after the football games were the greatest activities we had in school,-
but most of all, little did we know that the bean dinners purchased daily at Mrs. Hill’s
and Mrs. Tentman’s were foods that sustained our body development and provided

nutrients that are now recognized among the list of foods necessary for good health.

&9



“DREAM TEAMS”

During the period of 1956 - 1963, Rosenwald Basketball teams experienced a winning
record of 190 games with a lose of only 25. They went to the Blapk State Tournament
and lost in the second round, but won the District Tournament twice. It was 1956 that
“Doc” Grey came to the school and taught basics such as screening and boxing out,
picking rolls and discipline. During this time, these fine players were much taller, heavier,
and quicker than athletes borned during the depression. We can contribute this to

better nutrition, better medical care, better living conditions and the weight program. All-

- of these factors contributed to the bﬁtstanding performance of Rosenwald High School

" Dream Teams.
BASKETBALL
(“The Dream Team”’)
Jackie Rhodeman - 51 Aubrey Williams - 63
Bobby Ray Blue - 50 Rozel Hollingsworth - 59
Clark Gray - 58 Ollie Bankhead - 62
Jimmy Chambers - 60 Calvin Cole - 57
George Tyra - 59 A. D. Williams - 60
Don Williams - 58 Gramual Clay - 58
Charlie Tabb - 59 B. Ray Phillips - 61

Robert Samuels - 54

FOOTBALL AND BASKETBALL TRAINERS

(Honor Students)

Billy Tye Flint Smith
Charles Henderson James McGhee
Robert Goins Ed Tye
Donald McGee William Billups
Jack Gibb

PLAYERS WHO BECAME COACHES

Duke Jones John Hale
Larry Kirksey Bobbie Ray Blue
Francis Goins ' H. L. & Wilbert Johnson

Pearlie Stone

&7
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History Makers '
he 1942 Roseawald Red Devils Basketball team was the first squad from the
:hool to be able to challenge other teams. Although the team was of the court yard
arlety Instead of the hardwood and fatled to win a single regular season game, the
tub gave a good showing in several matchups. The team lost to Ploeville by two-
olnts in overtime, but the game left a great impression on the minds of the public.
alled a moral victory for Rosenwald, two Red Devils were named to the- ali-
surnameant team, Lawrence McKinley and John Hale, Also on the ‘42 team were
Achard Coleman, Herman Wiillams, Booker Kennedy, Jess Fenderson, Dallas

Undefeated Devils
The 13942 Rosenwald Red Devlls breezed through an abbreviated '42 season with
speed, power and a will to go on. Rosenwald gave up only one touchdown all season
to Lafollette. Strong teams such as Lynch, Lancaster, Lafollette and Hazard fell to
the Devils. Benham and Middlesboro were the only squads successtul In tying the
Devlls, with both contests ending scoreless, Roseawald didn't play enough games
In the Cumberiand Valley Conference that seasen to claim the league title, but
placed four men on the all-conference team. They were Richard Morris, Sldney

Prince, George Washington and Norman Morris. The team record was {-0-2.
lue, Thornle Anderson, George Pratt and Henry Tentman. :

Lady Red Devils

~u here are merabers of the 1342 girls basketball team at Rosenwsld RHigh
rol. The team was nicknamed the Red Devils.

Rosenwald School

Shown here Is the classroom section of the Rosenwald School before the addition of
a gymnasium. The photo is taken from the rear of the bu(ldLug in 1926. Although
the gymnaslum still stands, this section was torn down. (Photo Courtesy Harlan
Clty Schools)
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A Class Act :
Members of the Rosenwald Junifor and Senlor Dramatics Clubs posed as groups for
these pictures in 1948. The photo at the top is of the junlor group, while the senlor
club s below. Mrs. Edgar Watts seen at the left [n both pictures was sponsor,
Junlor officers were Edna L. Johnson, president; Danna Woods, secretary; Mary
H. Flowers, assistant secretary and Betty A. Jackson, treasurer. Senior offlcers
were Sarah C. Copeland, president: Audrey Tye, vice president; Berneye Jackson,

secretary; and Bettye L. Gardner, treasurer. The photos are taken from the school
yearbook, “The Torch.”

NS

Rosenwald Squad
mbers of the 1945-46 Rosenwald High School Basketball Team included: cap-
o Isadore Knox, co-captaln Julian Moore, George Barnes, George Tyson, Hymile
rr, John Hale, Paul Kennedy, Robert Rogers, Ernest Harbin, Francls Golns,
rert Kennedy, Melvin Shipp and tralner Flint Smith. According to the school
ir book, ““The Red Devil basketball team started the season with a success,
ler the direction of coach J.N, Kendall. Although we had a few defeats, our
m showed great improvement in the latter part of the season. We were chosen
attend the district tournament which was held at Middlesboro High School
mnaslum. The Devils made a great showing by their winning third place...The
vils are very proud to have the former Rosenwald basketball star, Sgt. John
le, who Is a veteran of World War L1. He also showed great work In the season of
5-46."" The yearbook notes Knox, a forward, was the team’s leadIng scorer that
1son. followed by Moore, the center, with 72 polnts; George Tyson, a forward
h 53; and Hale, a guard, with {6,




TOLBERT J. "COACH" WALKER
NOV. 7, 1919 - SEPT. 10, 1991

Tolbert J. "Coach" Walker was born in London, Kentucky, on
November 7, 1919, to William and Fannie Ridgeway Walker. His
family moved to Harlan when he was nine. He departed this life on
September 10, 1991, at the Harian Appalachian Regional Hospital
following a long illness of cancer.

A graduate of Rosenwald High School, he was awarded a football
scholarship to play at Kentucky State College in Frankfort. He
served in the U.S. Marine Corps during World War I1.

He was a civics, math and American history teacher at Rosen-
wald High School,as well as the head football coach. He was the first
black teacher and coach in the Harlan City School System in 1963.
Throughout his tenure as a teacher, he was recognized with student
- teacher achievement awards.

"Coach" touched thelivesof many andleft them better for having
been a part of his life. His ready smile and warm greeting will be
irreplaceable. The memory of him will remain and the values he
held dear will remain with us forever.



CHAPER 10.5

1919 FUND RAISING FOR THE ROSENWALD SCHOOL IN HARLAN, KY.

The following handwritten pages will show how the Harlan community came
together to build the “Rosenwald” school for the Colored children of Harlan.

May 17, 1919, a meeting held at the AME Church at 8:30 PM. The meeting was
called to discuss ways to raise money to build a school for the Colored
children of Harlan.

Rosenwald Fund Representative Prof William Wood of Paris, Ky and Prof. F.D.
Perkins Superintendent of Harlan Schools were in attendance. They spoke of
the amount of money that the Harlan board had appreciated for the colored
school. Prof Wood explained that the colored people needed to raise $500.00
within 60 days for the school building. He explained it was a requirement to
receive the funds from the Rosenwald foundation.

The Colored School Building Society met May 31, 1919 @ the first Baptist
church to discuss raising money for the new Colored school. It was reported
that they needed to raise $500.00 for the new school building.

A number of Colored in attendance pledged to pay their part for the new
school building. Please see the listin the following pages and enjoy the
journey back in history.
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CHAPTER 10.75

THE CITY OF HARLAN’S LOCATION AND HISTORICAL POPULATION.

This chapter has a brief history of the city of Harlan published in 2019. Its
geography, demographics, historical population, education, media, notable
people, and more. Harlan is a rural-class city and is the county seat of Harlan
County.
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Woordinates: 36°6029"N 83°19"12"W

Harlan is a home rule-class city in and the county seat of
Harlan County, Kentucky, United States.!2] The population
was 1,745 at the 2010 census, 3! down from 2,081 at the 2000

census,

Harlan is one of three Kentucky county seats to share its
name with its county, the others being Greenup and

Henderson.
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History

1922

The fifth and present courthouse of
Harlan, Kentucky, built from 1918 to

Harlan was first settled
by Samuel and Chloe
Howard in 1796. Upon
the founding of Harlan
County (named for
Kentucky pioneer Silas
Harlan) in 1819, the
Howards donated 12
acres (49,000 m?) of
land to serve as the
county  seat.l4)  The
community there was
already known as "Mount

Pleasant", apparently owing tc a nearby Indian mound. A
post office was established on September 19, 1828, but called

hitps:/fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlan,_Kentucky

Harlan, Kentucky

City

Location of Harlan in Harlan County,
Kentucky.

Coordinates: 36°50'29"N 83°19'12"W

Country
State
County
Named for

Area
* Total

« Land

~ « Water

Elevation

Popuiation (2010)

* Total

« Estimate (2016)!")
* Density

Time zone

* Summer (DST)

ZIP code
Area code(s)

United States
Kentucky
Harlan

Its county

1.33 sq mi
(3.45 km?)
1.30 sg mi
(3.37 km?)

0.03 sgqmi
(0.08 km?)

1,191 ft (363 m) -

1,745
1,606
1,342/sq mi
(518.1/km?)

UTC-5 (Eastern
(EST))

UTC-4 (EDT)

40831
(44,

606
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"Harlan Court House" due to another Mt. Pleasant FIPS code 21-34732
preempting that name.[5} During the Civil War, Confederate ~ GNIS feature ID 0493746

raiders under Gen. Humphrey Marshall occupied the town;

the local postmaster renamed the community "Spurlock” after himself;!5] and, in October 1863, the
courthouse was burnt down in reprisal for the Union destruction of the courthouse in Lee County,
Virginia.[] In 1865, the post office was renamed "Harlan" and, although the community was formally
incorporated by the state assembly as "Mount Pleasant” on April 15, 1884,[6] the town was already
usually called "Harlan Court House" or "Harlan Town" by its inhabitants.!5! The city's terms of
incorporation were amended to change the name to "Harlan" on March 13, 1912. One year before, the
Louisville and Nashville Railroad had arrived in Harlan and prompted massive growth. The city had

initially expanded east along the Clover Fork; after World War II, it also expanded south along
Martin's Fork.[4]

Harlan is the site of a criminal case in which a man, Condy Dabney, was convicted in 1924 of
murdering a person who was later found alive.[7]

A flood in 1977 prompted federal aid that diverted the Clover Fork into man-made tunnels under Ivy

Hill in 1989.14) In the 1990s, a flood wall was completed on the city's west side along the four-lane
bypass U.S. Route 421.

Geography

Harlan is located in west-central Harlan County at
36°50'20"N  83°19’12"W (36.841487, -83.320066),[8] at the
junction of the Clover Fork and Martin's Fork rivers. The Clover
Fork continues north 1.5 miles (2.4 km) to join the Poor Fork,
forming the Cumberland River, a major tributary of the Ohio
River. Harlan is in a narrow mountain valley, constrained to the
north by the western end of Black Mountain, to the south by Little
Black Mountain, and to the west by Ewing Spur. The elevation at d ‘

. . owntown; the flood wall and Harlan
the Harlan Courthouse is 1,197 feet (365 m) above sea level, while Independent Schaols' athletic fields
the surrounding ridges rise outside the city limits to 2,100 feet are also visible.

(640 m) (Black Mountain), 3,000 feet (910 m) (Little Black
Mountain), and 2,300 feet (700 m) (Ewing Spur).

A view of U.S. Route 421 from

U.S. Route 421 passes through the city as four-lane highway; it leads north 34 miles (55 km) to Hyden
and southeast 23 miles (37 km) to Pennington Gap, Virginia. The closest city with a population

greater than 10,000 is Middlesboro, Kentucky, 42 miles (68 km) to the southeast via U.S. Routes 119
and 25E.

According to the United States Census Bureau, the city of Harlan has a total area of 1.4 square miles
(3.5 km?), of which 0.03 square miles (0.08 km?), or 2.45%, are water. (3]

Climate
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The climate in this area is characterized by hot, humid summers and generally mild to cool winters.
According to the Koppen Climate Classification system, Harlan has a humid subtropical climate,
abbreviated "Cfa" on climate maps.!9]

Demographics

As of the censust't of 2000, there were 2,081 people, 926 households,
and 550 families residing in the city. The population density was
1,187.4 people per square mile (459.1/km2). There were 1,060 housing _C€nsus__Pop. S
units at an average density of 604.8 per square mile (2.339/km?2). The 1890 361 —
racial makeup of the city was 91.01% White, 7.02% Black or African 1900 557 54.3%
American, 0.29% Native American, 0.86% Asian, and 0.82% from two 1910 657 18.0%
or more races. Hispanics or Latinos of any race were 0.62% of the 1920 2,647  302.9%
Jation. 1930 4,327 63.5%
popu
1940 5122 18.4%
There were 926 households out of 1950 4,786 ~-6.6%
which 24.0% had children under 1960 4,177  -12.7%
the age of 18 living with them, 1970 3,318  -20.6%
Bl FOP ™ 41.3% were married couples living 1980 3,024 -8.9%
T NS gl 1 E  together, 14.4% had a female 1990 2686 -11.2%
‘o Ak tL householder with no husband 2000 2,081 -22.5%
present, and 40.6% were non- 2010 1,745 -16.1%
families. 39.0% of all households Est. 2016 1,606V -8.0%
were made up of individuals and U.S. Decennial Census!!0
19.4% had someone living alone

who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.17 and the average family size was
2.91.

Historical population

Downtown Harlan during the annual
Poke Sallet Festival

In the city, the population was spread out with 21.3% under the age of 18, 8.1% from 18 to 24, 25.8%
from 25 to 44, 25.1% from 45 to 64, and 19.7% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was

42 years. For every 100 females, there were 89.4 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there
were 81.8 males.

The median income for a household in the city was $17,270, and the median income for a family was
$29,135. Males had a median income of $37,500 versus $20,852 for females. The per capita income
for the city was $15,572. About 23.8% of families and 32.4% of the population were below the poverty
line, including 40.0% of those under age 18 and 20.6% of those age 65 or over.

Education

Two school districts, the Harlan County Public Schools and the Harlan Independent Schools, are
based in the city. The independent schools, whose district roughly coincides with the city limits of
Harlan, feature Harlan Elementary, Harlan Middle, and Harlan High.

Harlan County High School, which opened in 2008 as the consolidation of the county district's three
previous high schools (James A. Cawood, Evarts, and Cumberland), serves all other public high school
students in the county. Harlan also features a campus of Southeast Kentucky Community and
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Technical College.

Harlan has a lending library, a branch of the Harlan County
Public Library.!12]

Media

The Harlan Daily Enterprise (http://www.harlandaily.com)  Overlooking East Central Street.

newspaper is published Monday through Saturday. Radio stations ~ Harlan High School and Middle
. School are visible on the left.

serving Harlan are WHLN (adult contemporary, 1410 AM), WFSR

(gospel, 970 AM) and WTUK (country, 105.1 FM).

Some storylines of the FX Networks drama Justified take place in Harlan, although no scenes have
been filmed there. The 2012-13 National Geographic series Kentucky Justice which followed the
Harlan County Sheriff's Office in their daily duties was filmed in Harlan and Harlan County.

Harlan was also featured in the Darrell Scott song "You'll Never Leave Harlan Alive" (later performed
by Brad Paisley, Patty Loveless and in 2019 by Montgomery Gentry on the CD "Qutskirts".), the Steve
Earle song "Harlan Man", the Anna McGarrigle song "Goin' Back to Harlan" (notably covered by
Emmylou Harris) and the song "Harlan County Line" from Dave Alvin.

Harlan County, USA a documentary about the coal miners' strike against the Brookside Mine of the
Eastover Mining Company in Harlan County, Kentucky in June, 1973. Eastovers refusal to sign a
contract (when the miners joined with the United Mine Workers of America) led to the strike, which
lasted more than a year and included violent battles between company personnel and the picketing
miners and their supportive women-folk. Director Barbara Kopple puts the strike into perspective by
giving us some background on the historical plight of the miners and some history of the UMWA. It
won an Oscar for Best Documentary in 1977. This is one of the reasons it is called "Bloody Harlan".

Notable people

» Maxine Cheshire, journalist

« Karl Spillman Forester, federal judge for the United States District Court for the Eastern District of
Kentucky

= Edwin B. Howard, Chief of Intelligence of the Allied Land Forces in Central Europe
» Wallace Jones, NBA player

» James E. Keller, former justice of the Kentucky Supreme Court

s Nick Lachey, singer

« Cawood Ledford, University of Kentucky basketball and football announcer

» George Ella Lyon, author

= Jordan Smith, musician and winner of Season 9 of The Voice

= Green Wix Unthank, United States District Court judge

= Don Whitehead, two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter and author

References
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CHAPTER 11
GEORGETOWN FLOODS:

Georgetown was in no doubt a flood zone. The Martins Fork Creek
next to Georgetown would flood every year. When the water would
run us out of our home Dad would find a place for us to go. |
remember once we stayed at a lady’s house on River St.

When we had to leave, | would go to the courthouse because most
of the Georgetown kids would go there. We had fun, they had food
and drinks for us. It was great fun for us kids.

Clovertown was on a tributary and the water ran passed Clovertown
to the lower areas like Georgetown. A few times, the water wouldn't
back up enough to cause Clovertown some concern.

Georgetown would have high water or flooding every string you
could count on it. Georgetown endowed 25 floods from 1947 to
1978, the water rose from 16’ in 1947 to as high as 34.5’in 1977.

Our family lived in Georgetown March of 1963 when there were three
floods within 11 days. After one of these floods some residents seat
things they had salvaged outside and on the sidewalk. When the
next flood came and washed everything away. That was very
heartbreaking.

My wife Rhoda and her family did not suffer that heartbreak. They
were living with Aunt Bert’s in Clovertown. She and her mother were
the only ones living in their house at the time and they didn’t have
anyone to help them clean up and move their things out. That was a
blessing in disguise, their things did not get washed away by the
second flood. Later her brother William came to visit from
Cleveland, Ohio and help clean the flood mud out the house and
move them back in.



Our father Mr. Alonzo Williams died January 1, 1963, so after the
floods that spring, my mother Miss Essie (Essie Williams) moved us
to Clovertown. Living there | didn't have to worry about the floods.
When the next flood came, | thought it would be a “hoot” to go to
Georgetown and watch the water rise. It was raining and | was off to
Georgetown to watch the water. (I am sorry | did that); it was not
anything to make fun of. It wasn't funny to my friends that had to live
through it and I'm sorry for what | did back then.

The US Army Corps of Engineers built a flood wall, covered over the
Georgetown and opened up the mountains so the waters could flow
freely. Georgetown was sacrificed for the greater good.

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUTIT!

“Devastating Flood Hits Harlan County"
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At Least Three Died . . .

Devastating Flood Hits
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“Guard Units Ending .
. FloodRecovery Work

By ROBERT SANGEORGE
Vaked Press intanstionst
The Kentucky National Guard

. B going hame Loday

After more han 2 week of
shgpiag \rwgh mud  and
breathing dust in MNand W ricken
Southesst Kenlucky, mast of
the men calied to active duty
dor 1he masive initial (lood
reliel o5k sre packing Sup,
furning the job over o povate
omtractors and the U8 Army
Corps of Engineers

Gov Julian Carrol) and Ady
Gen Richarg Fryaure decided
late Wednesdsy (0 bepn
phasing oul flood asswance by
ihe guard

Guard opersitos reached &
peak Thursdey, just befors the
units were tu siart heading
homme. Some W0 guerdsmen
wert involved in relid work
Thursday, more than at any
Ume since flood weters began
o recede

Tom Litde o the slate
Division of Disaster and Emer
ey Services ward the guerd
was being sent home " because
we're going out of the
emqmcy phase  in  mas

rd beprs i3 with
m\.r‘gy with the balk of

the force leaving sl aress
txcept except  Ptkeville and
South Willismson by Saturdsy
“On Saturdsy all bt it will
Feave Pikeville, " Litike aid

lie edded that the 7th
Eaginesring Co and the 1M
MWiliary Police Batwslion will
remain ip (he eastern Pike
County  area around  South
Yoiliamson until refief efforis
there begin 1o move mare

wnoothly  “alie  Saturdsy,
fewer than 15 will be oo aclive
duly "

Carrall and Frymice dis

cugsed the ruater following &

day-long  helicoptear  (our  of
several (lood ravaged cities
Wednesday

in separate meeilngs with
local officials  on  the wnp
Carroll repestedly sirsased the
fact that sale  goveroment
o be reimbursed from
federal funds for any of the
cleanup effort carried out by
the guard. while private con
tracting for cleanup is resmbur.
sable

CIUs costing us about 350,000
= the services of
Carvoll said 'And
we're willing to pay it But you
thaal officials ouwght 3 get

working  on private
contraciors to do md:h of the
ceanup work from now on

Little said sta1e Bureay of
Highway lneu-l have begun
wunﬂl.r‘ -:z } officials w
draw Up contract apecificstions
for countiet snd citles to get
privste contrsctart into  the
cleanup effort

He also said sate officuls
have been in contact with the
Army Corps of Engineers, “to
enne Lhey'll be svailable” if
commuoities want to have he
Corgs do the contracling far
et

“'There's basically (wo roules
counties and cities can go,” the
DES  aspokesman  explained
“They can commact oul fhe
work themaeives or ask the
Corps ta come in. Then it
becomes a leders) respon-
wbility. But if & county or clty
decides 10 6o {t themaeives, they
can get feders) reimbursernent
for it [Us ronlly s matier of how
they want {o ume the funds 1i's
on & case by case basie

The fist guardsmen .er.
ealied out for Noodrelief dury

4, with d major buikdop

MARPOWEr OCCUITIng Bround
April ¥ About onelifth of the
AR’ 4700 gusrdsmen have

participsed 1n the work

In other flood related 4 veinp
ments

"The Federal fhsaster A»
sistance  Adminsiration  an
nounced 1 eight relief centers
o aid Mood vselima 1n the 1§
county srea would be closed by
rext Tuesdas night, bapr help
will stift be available. The
centers,  \hrough  Thursdey.
have orovided assistance to
7,075 (lood vietuna

While activily was reported
down In sorme  centers.  the
ditce 1n harFhi esstern Pike
County at Belfry had 30 peuple
register during its ficst day of
operalions thes week, the Mt
PerIont Lo register st 8 center
on e tnitie) dey

Susan Bullard of the FIAA
in London said ofliciats of her
agency were considering s
making special eliort 1o asust
propie in the devastated South
Willismson area. such o8 o
roving ‘miobile tem’ aifice

~Rep Cart D Perking. -
Ky, whose datrid inudes
much of the flood ares, sagd in
an inlervigw  Thursdey b
believes {ederzl troops should

be brought in 1o Southesst
Kenwcky to susift in U
cheanup

Cumberland Area Is Also Facing
Problems With Road, Flood Dust

Ry ENGIRON
Of The Enterprise Sail
A thin coat of dust covers
everything in Cumberland
Sometimes that thin comt turma

pitichs Wft by the recemr
Boodin

3
The Cuy's maintenance

department has heen operating
street  clesping  equipment
nearly arocund the clock in
0 stlempt 1o keep the dust from
choking residents by consisally
swerping and washing streeis
But half an hour afier the

Merchants (ight 8 never en
ding battle (b Reep their wares
LR BN TANY DAVe Fesorted 10
closing their doors and turning
on sir conditioning Lnits hoping

o clear some of the particies
from the sir before il has a
chance to seitle

Those ares residents having
brestting disocders find the dust
an sdded baisrd ‘snd are
saying ss fsr sway trom the
st deuds 28 possible
Cur washing aas taken » sharp
increase s motarists find that i
they are 19 keep their autos
clean, ey Thust be washed
daily

Ken Branson. s locsl service

Harlan Municipal Water
Not Yet Declared Safe

\n Emtergrise Ststt Report .

Water fram ihe Harlan
Muricipa!  Water  Works
distnbution har not been
deciared safe for drinking
purposes without additional
treatment

Aa annoupcement was made
yesterday that weier from the
lap could be drunk without
Rurther treatment beit an olficial
of tha company said the Harlan
County Health Depattment

tests of water

Samples bave aot hesss reviewsd
aad the unsaie labal has oat een
taken rem he water symem

The bealth department wiB
smnounce when (he water is sile
to deink from the tap Uil such
a time the waler i declared
stle, # should be boiked or
{rested ia seme other Manner

v drinking -

laquiries ceccerning
wanilary comdiion of the walsr
shauid be directed 1o the
departmen | .

In another matter. Harlan
Howard. system . sakd
waler service hay been

restored o sfl sreas nd
sround Harisn The system was
Roocked out due to food
demages
HuarduH(‘nnnhydurin
and 8 two-inch service line were
found broken i the aftermath of

disconnected £ leaks developed
i the hames' plumbing systsm
e o Nepd domege These
factors repited in the system's
sornge tarks betng drained and
Senving custeniers of the system
without water

) Since water servics has basn
Testored. Howsard said the
demand fer wilter “has bren
serrilic We're weing o (e
water our tresiment plant can

trom the nied ko it during elesn-

‘s operations
Howard criteraind a plea that
homeowners and residents,

Yying in fBooded sres check their
hoine systems  foc
loaks _if Weaks sre found 1he
waler should be shut off

He also asked operstars of
hepvy equipment be told whert
meter boxes and fire hydranta
are 10 prevent {urther damage o
the systemn

The water company s office on
fiver Swreet In Harlwn wik

ainexs washes and dust
conditions

reapen 3
operatins will be limited as the
aitice was Nesded
Howsrd sdded
will not mait
Msy t However
call for bills dated June | to be
melled tn Jure and he
satemrents will carry service
cluarges for two months

the water
bilty

Health Agency Now

stathon  operator. recommends
that » car should be sprayed

bafore rucning it through an

suttenatic car wash o0 a1 ts

protect the paint job from sand

and grit wratches

sxpepienciog It da alee im-
portand that a cas be greased as
wan 88 pasible aher going
through ail this mud and waler
This will help push & lat of gris
from the asuspenalon snd
seering syslems.’ he

Hamting and croling fiters in
the home should Be checked
more  frequently than  usual
according to Mrdgm Rare
operator Parl Baggs

“The ellictency of A hnler or

conditionmr depe

o0 the smant n(l
wnui-ﬁlhtrvlrmwcaﬂuh
through the unit With dust Hke
this_a filter can becomie clogged
o a malter.of » few days and
make the unt less effective
Boggs seid

For the time being. reside 12
of Cumberland will have to cope
with dusty Bomes snct ahoes, red
ayes, clogged  breathing
passages, more frequend visis
o sarvice stations. snd casr
bowl like

There Is a Brighter wside
sowever. Rosd consinuction In
e city do scheduled for com
petan by Lot summer sod silt
from the ficod wili eventually be
chered awiy sed slonf with
that. hopefully the dust wil} slso
disappear

INGHWAY DEATH TOLL RISER — Graet Stallerd. &, Baier
manager of (he ALP Supernarier, Cumberiand, wes killed ety

a3t aight om US 119 newr Puthey when Ms car o

» plck-vp Lruck

Wivea by Willlsm . Brocslield. 15 Sunching, colilided hoad-oa ln &

L

falalicy, batiom phote.

Corve. lop phete. Vicior R ook, 76,

Benk
Con
L]
TSIt Phatan)

awd Bheits Matley, I,

were laJured o short tme slur Ure futal pecident
r shruck an embankment and
ulnku«ﬂni-h—thr-lum-mmdlh

Nipped over in the Nghway

Baxter Man Killed, Wife Injured’
In Auto Accident On US 119

Ax Enterpeies Suatt Report

One peroon was illed and four
othvers injured in (wo separu(x
traific sccidents anrly Last nighi
an US 119 near Puiney

St Green C. Lag said Grant
Stablard, #, Baxier. was desd dn
uTivel 8t Harlan Appalschian
Regional loepita) after his car
and u pick wp (roek driven
Witham [ Bressijeld, 35,
Suoshire” collided head-on in »
curve sbowl four miles rorth of
Putrey

Mr. Sallard, @, Baxter and
Brasafield were both admitiad 1o
HARM fop- trediment of injurtes
st in {he coumty’s secand
{ualhighway aceident thus year
iine highway fstsliy wase
recorded during ihe sarme period
aat your

Hoth. vehichen mvolved in the

. seridant wers talal Loassn

Incomplete earty (oday
An accident 8 short Hme Wier

about Lwo-lesitm of & ¥ oorid
o Puiney car drives oy
VRior B CEE 2, Benbam, »

totsl Soss, and Cook and Sheils
Motky. 8. Berham with in
e

Trooper Jack L. Huowerd se:d

by Conk spparcotly fost rontrul of

bes car and the veticle Hasxh an

embankment. Nipped over. and
*idded dowa the highwey on its
top

Invmtigation of e two ec
cidents i being continued

TFwo pirsons compleined of
injuries following »n accident

mm“nr-w-nn it on

S 518S

Trooper iinrry :mmu.d .
Pch-up Lruck detven by Cowburn

llmunt M, Houspolmt, miuck
the reartl a- sistion wagon
driven by Robert Johrson, .
Wallins

Johnson #nd Sesse Hendley,
# Wallys, complained of in
Hune

oward's peck up Sustalosd
moderste 1o heavy damages
wnd the sation wagon wes &
total Yome, the trooper said

County Court Actions,
Dispositions Reviewed

The lol!nm( conen were produced and proof waR glyen  drunheanesy, $1.58, Robert
of County Court muffler had bewn n;mnd Foe. publtc m-a- wnd

Auring e nenr fima wmek s

[T MR VR R S e
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Recovery

Baxter Businesses Progress In Clean- -Up

8y EWELL BALLTRIP

+ “A man who bas a business Lo
ke care of can't afford W
wedt,” Roghr said "1 bave 1o
ety snd g spom sgain [eve

20d people 1 bare to take

sare ol

. s Duslnass, § wholesals-
and. fruit market
bde -US 421 wnd the
fiver a1 Baxier,
isthe 800d. The
building which boosed his
wasltd awsy dy

e Irmmdn o

conptruction.
“1 thirk we'll be beck i

busiaeas by e end of this week
or sarly pext wouk,” Roper tald
s b looked areund the workstie

nbnnk ‘Anqukt ul

l! sart p\lt.l{l' Itnﬂ h"
Roper was able 1o save
nyhing s his market from the
weter. Even his walkin
coolér  which oace slood
slongside (be buildlay, was
washed somewhare dowp-

HIeam.

“I never dreamed it (the
flood) would be s bad. This is
(he flrst ime the water has ever
ot like thds. When K siarted
fooding. | came up and Just sel
stuft

up off ibe fleor.” ke bald. ~

Then | came back up here
sod found sy bullding laying oo
wwu?l'u really mur-

i

Roper had no flood insugance
n his business - “F didn’t have
flood lwurance becsse | sever

1 woud pesd it 1'd been
peopha (alk ihel we
would saver beve asciher Sood
like we had in 196, he con-

thooed. \
Tn rebuiiding his business,
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sompwhat

Ilowphlul Hie wys he's

which will be

hu(«(hulhe-chehlwdn
Good.

Muumwum
Grdmghouse,

expanaion. Roper’s

which was locited at- vale
and wiped out by , will
be housed in the buildiog

dge.

We've rnd bots of heip
dotrg  our bers,” Roper
ooniinued. Wo)uve-lad;m

you've kst Now 13 the time to
et heck on your fest "

Hé turned, waked away and
tegan belping ko assembling

NEWDERIGN? Not really. One building woshed sway in the flond of Apeil | jest hoppensd Lo bave
come b resl sgsbuet aneldher shed ot Loyl treating un wavsusl scene.

Flood Teaches Woman

To Frust In The Lord

Contiased from page 11/

thelr expertence: in last week s
deaster

We got abow mine feet Of

wAlEr ip 0w house. ssid Mry
Loos Walker. s resddent of River
Street MU Just  destroyed
everything wehad We got sorme
help fren the Red Cross. bt it
when't oesrly enough Weneed s

outside window on hec house on
May Street. Mr Loutse Githert
that food waters com
tely enguifed her daelling
lal Monday
“Wa. hatt @ crippled feibow
saying in our house and we
didn’t have time 1o ave
anything B the time wr gol
hm out. i1 #xs ton late ' the

m’nw, ome rugs and s saki
gt Sekavaiiios 4

Having bes bit by flads
before. Mrs Walker 50 this
month's disaster was by far the
worst she hed ¢ ed
‘Issved all of my stuff out of
the 1969 fload. bis oot this time
But neltber &d any of ory dkigh
bors. They've got s much to

. chwnup themectvas Mt they

cant belp us . Yoa'tw s your
N o

Pointing 10 & spol sbove an 30 our bouse this tme R feh chdhd

A larmer resident of Harlan

Gor. Mrs  Gibert aaid her
(amily moved to May Sireet
recently amd thix had een her
firt Nood experience ever

“Yve never had anything tike
1his happen to me before.” she
reinied

lmp-vﬂng ber muod-fitled
dwelling ot May Sireel. Mny
Aansita Grm uld “The water
#ot about seves and ane half fret

mud about & foot deep innde snd
\ve Iud W pry sur front doov

un Greenvalo inst Mandey's
Sood waters rose too quicily for
her 10 salvage any of her
timidy's belongings

1 trted te save some thibgx
bt Wt cande up 90 fast that [ was

ks My
mlndu plgi up her ehtidren
w0 " she commented

Noiig that she was forced to
dnly holes in the Noor of her

Mrs Grewn said she ope
ntc'htwiiodnmﬂ\?:rbce

“T want rrough the 1988 fhnod
bt & wan't anything Hhe this
-;e mﬂuleml-hhhwl

under it can. bubinwe s wv were

Rin Vietn Racidante Qav

wall frame.

Roper's Market is Owen

Coldiron's Baxler SBervice

Suﬂm anotliet business Vicitin
flood.

M water catme within 18
loches of resching the ceiting of
ihe staibon

“We didn't bave o gn
snything cut befors (he water
ot |, s4id Gheon Middleton,
Rosspolni. ““The only thing we
sayed wers some filing cabipes

recorde. No merchandise.””
3-year empioye of tUw
service siation said, “Fye beard
Owen (gwner of the sstion) ek
sbout he Jost everything he had
o bers.”

The Masch 12, 1963 flood put
water oot and ooe-half [t deep
i the wation. “But we dido'y
wxpect this flood L0 get #s high o»
it did. That's the reason we kst
o much. The Oood was so
unexpecied. | would heve never
but & millioo dollars water wauld
pet 33 high »e 1his.’ he said
booking around the mation

“We laid merchandise and
Sl wp on thir shelves, Lo where
the waier ol ln 193 But that
wasn't high encugh

Sustidn  personcel begsn

but 8o far, we're getling slong

with it pretty good,”" Middleton .
said.

mwes last week's food bad

Drought.

Howard had reason (o bs busy
and (o Keap his regular exnployes
at Harlan Retreading at Paxier,

wight or ten extrs men,

Water siood st elghi feel-four
Sorhes In Howard's place o
busioess before the flood
eresied. .

"I ddn’t expeci the ficod 1o gt
1his high.” Howard sid. "I wes
pecting something lke we had
b 1963,

“The Mood got evarything is

the new bullding wehave nexi (o
ur office Mre.” be continsed.
‘] gttt probably $100,000 worth
of thres 2ad Locls ware destroyed
or washed xway. .

'\nhlwuaaiu-bp H
dun't think Pl oper K teck. We

mlmuwklml
Just oever really undersiood it
204 00 one taled 1o me about K.
T Just put off buying it | guess,”

, b aaid.

The cl«vw b &t Hardun
Retrexding & going “peeity
oot ™ 1 ik wa've made gnod

We've wed 3 ump
pumyp w bring water from the
river (which is directly behind
the siore) 1o clmo g mixt ot
Soms ol Essmves Miokng
Compény's squipment ¥as here
kx s®ehile belping W We've
been able - to RSP Sveryone
By, be said

Howsrd said his business

1
A,

f
[~ AV AR of - |

A MOVIN' ON CLOVER FORK — Waters of the Claver Fork River  the city a( the Swrgemer Avenwe Sridge. The river ¥
o guickly sad Bigh thesagh Harton durtag the fiood period. Here.
e river bas lel Us banko to flocd part ol the Fatrview setilon of

wilk Ure tree wt Live rigi of the phate.

wiLp ruvﬁu The famablas commusiy ador Harlsn was
ameny Whont neighburhosds Kard bit by the fladding. Here witelt
Mot lovndaird bames shomg Maris Mreet. The water came from

H-venﬂlhnh- P-Iulﬁe(i-hd-d Rivis.
umlru. e readbed of the US 126 by-pass whici

/ A

CLEANING-UP — This ond loeder was put (s work I the Fa

e
secthm of Herlan sRer the fowd water receded The cipmeni's  wres during (he igh water,

J
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Harlan County Floods H E B B

Date Crest
JUne 28, 1947 i riicevriierseerernesrsocuroarsonsnsr s snssensase LB
February 14,1948, criiieircirceriorinsriosoricsserannsecosssosossoccesssons 5.8
February 1, I951.ccciiiiiiiiiiiiennrrreinerrnsinncoreneieossssnancassraes 17,87
December 15, 1951 .ciinienreccserececencerersvsarssscorsssannsrosnnsrees 1807
Mareh 22, 19585, . venanen.. vevrannas TS PR £ ;38 | 14
February 18, 1958 .coiviviroiiacrcsvereosrvorcrvscrscnsensssessasaresnncenes 1703
APTIL 16,1956 covviivunecineeircsnonisnnercersansesnaessensasssecssnssssnsesonessss 1723
January 29, 1957 cvvviiviiiiirricicreinnnerersecrsererossonsiossonsasensseons 52,37
January 22, 1959 .viiieriioericnrvnrrriererrescasnsssosrssscoscovessasecasss L8077
March 6, 1983 .cuiiiiiciiiininmriiniicrncirssserersnsensessnscssassossesersens 18,37
Mareh 12, 1963 .. irriiiiirieiinrriocvirsorererersonssorsessensornenssessony 38,37
March 17, 1863...cciiiiiirnriierccnrininnicrerisennsessoscssssssssscsnssnseess 231’
Mareh 26, 1965..cccuiiircniiirincrinnierermreceensrsssnssssnsosonersonrsonssse 17:2”
February 13, 1966 .cooeriirnveniiernieeseirrinnimmseneeneanmenesessesenanss 18.2°
March 7, 1967 iverueeeasicisnconmenssnmioscinesnsssercssossnnsnsssesennnseee 237
December 31, 1989, .. cvvverrenrnnnnnn. B U1 N - 14
April 28, 1870 iiiciiiiiiicommereniinsieriessoorossossosssssssssmascnsnnsseses 18.8°
Movember 27, 1873 .. irieeiinrinscsrevsrirererssornsseonssocsocssessonsens 1 8.8’
November 28, 1873 .. iccccuiriernrucivessrsiseoserensssensncnsseressosoees 32,07
January 11, 1874 .iiiininiefinionncsnmsnssnreesssserocsans 2l 7
March 12, 1975 civiiiiiiniininienececeafoereeicsniessanssscesssasensersesnnss 17.8°
March 13, 1975 i e vresse 000 16,07
APTil 4, 1977 wvvemiriiirneinrcnic thensnsssstssnscccesssecnnsesnenees 3457
November 8, 1977 ...c..covivvvevrcricerrinireoesessessosasensoseossesssssasss 19,07
January 26, 1978 ..cccciiiiiiiirriiiraniisicrrennenssoncessonessensnserereess 17,47




CHAPTER 12

CONGRESSMAN HAL ROGERS AND THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF
ENGINEERS SAVED HARLAN FROM THE FLOOD WATERS OF THE
COMBERLAND RIVER:

HARLAN FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT DEDICATED October 25, 1999.
Thanks to Congressman Hal Rogers, this $181 million dollar project
came to the small city of Harlan. We will be forever thankful for his
kind and thoughtful work for our community.

***EMBED THE “HARLAN FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT DEDICATED
20 YEARS AGO Published 6:16 am Saturday, November 30, 2019



Harlan Flood Control Project dedicated 20 years ago
ublished 6:16 am Sawrday, November 30, 2019

3y Staff Reports (https:/www.harlanenterprise.net/author/newsroom/)
cof 4
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<p>Photos courtesy of Army Corps of Engineers</p> <p>Water from the (
River, flows through the Harlan Tunnels in Harlan, Ky., May 25, 2011. The
District diverted the waterway through the tunnels and around the Harlan E
phasc one of the Harlan Flood Control Project. Officials dedicated the over

NASHVILLE Officials dedlcated the Harlan Flood Control Project 20 -V years ago on QOct. 25, culminating over a
decade undertaking to provide the maximum level of flood protection to the towns of Harlan, Baxter, Loyall and Rio
Vista in Harlan County, Kentucky.

Dignitaries led by Congressman Hal Rogers, Kentucky 5th District, Joseph W. Westphal, assistant secretary of the Army
for Civil Works, Brig. Gen. Robert Griffin, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Great Lakes and Ohio River Division

commander, local dignitaries, and Nashville District staff dedicated the project as part of Eastern Kentucky PRIDE Week
svents Oct. 25, 1999,

PRIDE stands for Personal Responsibility in a Desirable Environment, a program Rogers helped start in 1997 to promote
znvironmental activities and to improve water quality and living conditions for residents.

In dedicating the $181 million project, which ironically took place during a period of extreme drought, Rogers declared
victory to the citizens of Harlan County.

‘Today after years of effort and millions of dollars we can now say that the work to keep the Cumberland River out of
7our homes, your businesses, your streets, your churches, is complete,” Rogers said.

Rogers supported the project in Harlan County from its beginning to its completion. He kicked off the historic project
luring a groundbreaking ceremony Oct, 9, 1989 on North Main Street in Harlan, He initiated a plunger signaling the

gnition of several charges on the hillside to begin excavation to divert the flow of Clover Fork River around Harlan’s
sentral business district,



Colonels James A. Ward, Ohio River Division commander, and James P. King, Nashville District commander, along with
Harlan County Judge-Executive Delzinna Belcher, Harlan Mayor L.C. Howard and I.C. McDaniels, Upper Cumberland
Area engineer for the Corps of Engineers, also participated in the groundbreaking.

“There are very few projects in the United States that match the sheer ingenuity and perseverance of the monumental
Harlan Flood Control Project,” Rogers noted in a statement written in September 2019 about the 20 year anniversary of
its completion.

“The responsibility rested upon our generation to find a life-saving solution to the deadly floods that ravaged families and
businesses in Harlan County for generations. It required a multi-faceted, multi-million dollar response with a full decade
of planning and execution. Trusted partnerships across every level of government were vital to our success, coupled with

the tireless patience of local residents, and the brain trust of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to bring it to fruition.

o,

Now, 20 years later, as we reflect upon a project that ultimately rerouted the Cumberland River, it is with the utmost ™
gratitude that we can rejoice in the unknown number of lives that have been saved and businesses that have been ;:

protected. Likewise, the Harlan Flood Control Project impacted every community downstream, reining in the mighty
Cumberland through Pineville, Barbourville, and all the way to Williamsburg. It’s nearly impossible to imagine what the
Cumberland Valley would look like today without the flood control projects in our region. We started paving a brighter
future for Southern and Eastern Kentucky decades ago, and today the sun is shining brighter than ever before in the
communities along our Appalachian riverbanks,” Rogers wrote.

The Corps of Engineers divided the work into three phases, stretching from mile 690.5 to 694.1 of the Cumberland River,
mile 0 to mile 4 of the Clover Fork River, and mile 0 to mile 1.2 of Martins Fork River. Clover Fork, Martins Fork, and
Poor Fork come together near Harlan to form the Cumberland River.

In phase one the Corps of Engineers constructed four 2,000-foot tunnels through Ivy Hill to divert flows from Clover
Fork around Harlan’s central business district. About 600 people watched and cheered when the Corps diverted the water
through the tunnels Sept. 21, 1992.

A report about the diversion of the Clover Fork River by Stony Merriman, U.S. Army Corps of Engincers Nashville
District Public Affairs chief, noted that one observer said, “Throughout history, only two men are known for moving
great bodies of water: Moses and Congressman Hal Rogers.”

The Harlan Tunnels work included construction of bridges for Highways 38 and 72, and utility relocation.

In phase two the Corps of Engineers constructed a 4,000-foot flood wall adjacent to Highway 421 and Martins Fork at
Harlan, Ky. Three highway floodgates, one railroad floodgate, and an 875-foot levee segment provided protection for
rising waters. The Corps completed this phase of the work in September 1996.

“We’ve seen Harlan and Loyall saved from devastating floods over the last two decades thanks to the Army Corps of
Engineers construction of the flood control project in Harlan County,” said Dan Mosley, Harlan County judge executive.
“We see the flood walls and levees each time we drive through these communities but we don’t realize how thankful we
are for them until Mother Nature strikes. I’ve seen multiple times how important this investment was. I am forever
grateful to Congressman Hal Rogers for his vision in getting this funded years ago and know that this investment will
continue to protect the people, homes, and businesses from the wrath of flooding for generations to come.”

In phase three the Corps of Engineers diverted a 3,800-foot stretch of the Cumberland River around the city of Loyall and
constructed a 6,000-foot levee system to protect the cities of Loyall and Rio Vista. Bridges were constructed at Highways
840 and Park Street. The Corps also constructed a 2,000-foot flood wall, railroad track relocation, and two highway
floodgates and one railroad floodgate upstream of Loyall.



The Harlan Flood Control Project included non-structural acquisition of real estate. The program raised individual homes
and commercial establishments out of the floodplain, demolished and replaced structures or bought out owners for
demolition. The project included a flood warning and emergency evacuation plan for Harlan County.

Wayne Huddleston, Nashville District’s project manager, who has since retired, said the Corps constructed the most cost-
beneficial optimat would reduce the most flood risk to the towns susceptible to flooding along the Cumberland River
and its headwater streams.

He said the Corps had to overcome challenges and difficult hurdles with real estate acquisition, connecting sewer lines to
homes along waterways, and funding complications associated with construction of a new regional sewage treatment
plant. At that time, communities did not have adequate sanitary sewage systems or treatment plant to serve the region.

“Since the district doesn’t have authority to fund local projects, this decision rested with the chief of engineers. After

£92!

significant coordination and documentation, we were given authority to transfer project funds to the sponsor, and the
regional plant is now in operation,” Huddleston said.

Huddleston said there were significant engineering achievements, especially with the diversion of the Clover Fork and
excavation of the Harlan Tunnels, but the work behind the scenes by the Nashville District Real Estate Office and other
work centers really paved the way for the project’s success, and flood risk reduction benefits.

“In addition to providing flood protection in an area which had been routinely flooded and assisting in sanitary sewage
improvements, our investment in the area was significant in building the local economy and promoting growth,”
Huddleston stressed.

Today the Corps of Engineers continues to build and maintain relationships with the communities that own and operate
the flood walls and levees that continue to reduce the risk of flooding in these communities that benefited from the
Harlan Flood Control Project completed 20 years ago.

Park Ranger David Robinson has worked at nearby Martins Fork Lake in Smith, Ky., since 1996. He attended the
completion ceremony in Loyall 20 years ago, and remembers Congressman Rogers promising Harlan would never flood
again.

“Those words are still etched in my mind,” Robinson said. “And so far so good. Even with the high waters we had back
in the spring, downtown stayed pretty dry and the levees did their job. The diversion tunnels diverted the water around
Harlan.”

Robinson recalls a huge Corps of Engineers presence in the 1990s with construction, engineering, contracting and real
estate personnel at offices in nearly every town. Two decades later he says only the projects remain, ready to be operated
when flood waters rise.

“I think it is very interesting what they did to flood proof the city of Harlan,” he added.

Robinson said he now serves as a local point of contact, a conduit, a liaison between the Corps of Engineers and the

e it

towns that continue to operate and maintain these projects. It’s his responsibility to communicate with the Nashville
P I O e d

District’s Levee Safety Program manager to coordinate annual visits to inspect the projects to ensure the flood protection
systems continue to meet program guidelines.

There are some old timers who remember how massively awful the flood of 1977 was that flooded the city of Harlan and
many other towns, so this project was a big deal to them. Young people in their 20s don’t remember much about it,
Robinson emphasized.

“We’ve got the flood wall and diversion tunnels, and the people just accept these things as normal now,” Robinson said.
“People don’t expect to be flooded now.”

That devastating flood spurred Congressional authorization for the project in Section 202 of the Energy and Water
Development Act of 1981 to provide communities with a minimum 100-year flood protection.



1:30 am EST January 31, 1957
Surface Analysis

The following graph illustrates the timing of the rainfall prior to and then during the flood by depicting rainfall accumulation at
Barbourville, KY (Knox County), Jeremiah, KY (Letcher County), London, KY (Laurel County}, Baxter, KY {Harlan County) and
Hazard, KY (Perry County) between January 20, 1957 and February 2, 1957, The heaviest rain occurred over the flood area on

1:30 am EST February 1, 1957
Surface Analysis

1:30 am EST February 2, 1957
Surface Analysis

January 28th and 29th, when a general two to six inches of rain fell over southeast Kentucky.

Precipitation (inches)

Accumulated Precipitation
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A further examination of hourly rainfall amounts during the period of heaviest rains, January 27th through the 29th, shows around
B0 hours of nearly continucus rain fell over southeast Kentucky with two distinct waves of heavy rain. The first wave of heavy
rainfall occurred during the late morning and midday hours of January 28th with two to six hours of two-tenths to one-half inch
per hour rainfall rates. The second heavier wave of rain hit later that evening and lasted through much of the morning of January
28th. Hourly rainfall rates during this wave of rain were generally between two-tenths and six tenths of an inch. At Barbourville,
1.28" of rain fell in two hours between 6:00 am and 8:00 am ET on January 29th and 3.17" of rain fell in seven hours between

2:00 am and 9:00 am ET.
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CHAPTER 13

ROSENWALD HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 1933 TO 1963 AND
GEORGETOWN GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN COMMEMORATION:

2016 following eight years as president of Rosenwald Harlanites Inc.
(national organization). | contacted a number of Georgetowners and
raised $2,100 to commemorate our beloved Georgetown. | was
convinced by two family members to stand down. They said | was no
longer the president, and it was not my position to head up this
project. | reluctantly acquiesced and returned the money to AD
Williams, Aubrey Williams, Willus Meeks and others.

Keep this in mind as you read this story to commemorate our
beloved Georgetown and Rosenwald High School.

Larry Kirksey was inducted into the Kentucky Football Hall Fame
Class of 2022. | was excited about it. Larry and | played on Harlan
High’s basketball team when | was a senior, and he was a freshman.
Our team went to the state tournament in 1966. We also lived in
Georgetown on Ky. Ave., he lived at the front end of the first alley just
past the Hall and | lived down the street just past Green St. near the
park. Needless to say, we know each other very well.

I called Larry and said, “man we need to do something about this,
we should have your name on the football field in Harlan.” They have
some White man’s name on it now. He said we also need to

recognize Georgetown somehow. | agreed and said | would get to
work on it.

| fashioned a petition, and my son Dr. Darin posted it online. We
received over 130 signatures.

Armed with Mr. Kirksey’s okay and our petition | contacted Mr.
Charles D. Morton, Superintendent of Harlan Independent School.



Mr. Morton and | had worked together some years ago when [ was
president of Rosenwald Harlanites, Inc. | asked what he thought
about our idea. He agreed the school system should do something
to recognize Mr. Kirksey and commemorating Georgetown was also
a promising thought.

He informed me that they had a $4,000,000 project to upgrade the
football field and park area and it would be a suitable time to do
something like this. He said he would present my thoughts to the
board and get back with me.

| was on to the Mayor’s office. To present our presentation; can you
believe it? Mayor Joe Meadows said he agreed with Mr. Morton. Not
only did he agree, he said the City was going to build a new bridge to
the old Georgetown area and it would be appropriate to
acknowledge Georgetown with the new bridge project.

Larry and | talked often about our project. Not knowing what we
would have to do to get it off the ground. We needed to raise funds
for our project. | had a list of Harlanites and other people who we
thought would be willing to help. | sent out a number of e-mails,
asking for help. | e-mailed the Rosenwald Harlanites Board and all of
the members on my e-mail list, | was president of Rosenwald
Harlanites, Inc for eight years. | also ran a golf outing for ten years,

so | had the e-mail addresses of all or as many Harlanites as

anyone. A number of e-mails was sent for any and all help for our
project.

Larry contacted Mr. Fred Sutton and he donated $10,000.00. With
the caveat, we needed to match his donation. This was much the
same as the black community had to match Julius Rosenwald’s
donation to build the school for the back children of Harlan in 1919,
(Rosenwald High School).



We were off and running Larry donated $1,000.00 and so did . We
gained a number of our sponsors along the way. Please see the list
of sponsors embedded in this chapter.

Our fund raising was going well. When the Corps. of Engineers came
to mind. | called their office to float the idea. After all they were the
ones that built the flood wall and covered over Georgetown. | talked
with Ashley Fuentes. To my amazement Miss Fuentes was the head
of a program to recognize communities displaced by the Corps
projects. She stated that our project could serve as a pilot project
for them. Since we were well underway they could help with our
plans.

Ashley was promoted and Sydney Curnes became my contact.
Sydney obtained approval and received funds for the project. We
then had $10,000.00 to pay for the Georgetown plaque.

With the Georgetown plaque paid for, we had $20,000.00 to use.
And that is when the Rosenwald Plagues idea was born.

When | was president of Rosenwald Harlanites, Inc. we had T-shirts
with the names of the Rosenwald High School graduating classes of
1933 to 1963 on the back of them. With $20,000.00 to use we were
able to manifest this miracle, 2 aluminum plaques 40” by 48” with a
head plaque for our beloved “ROSENWALD”.

This work bring forth the spirit of our forefathers and mothers,
Booker T. Washington and Julius Rosenwald.

This is not a projectitis a “MIRACLE,” and we thank God for it!!

Embedded in this chapter are e-mails, letters, meeting notes, the
petition, and copies of the Rosenwald and Georgetown plaques.

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUTIT!



ROSENWALD HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 1933 TO 1963 AND
GEORGETOWN GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN:



Petition to: RENAME THE AREA THAT WAS GEORGETOWN TO:
GEORGETOWN RECREATION PARK and THE FOOTBALL FIELDHOUSE LARRY

'KIRKSEY FOOTBALL FIELDHOUSE.

Petition summary and
background

The undersigned former residents and friends of Georgetown hereby sign this petition to commemorate the legacy of the
African Americans who lived there, hoping to preserve some semblance of their culture, which was destroyed by the flood

system that led to the demolition of Georgetown.

Action petitioned for

We, the undersigned former residents, friends and their descendants of Georgetown, urge the Harlgn County Board of
Education to take the necessary action at their command, or otherwise use their good offices, to have the area that was
known as Georgetown renamed “GEORGETOWN RECREATION PARK” and the Football fieldhouse name after Mr.
Larry Kerksey: NFL football coach and Kentucky football hall of fame inductee 2022

Printed Name

Signature

Address

City, State, zip code

Date




Hi Everyone,

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2024!!!

o4
Please join us this Saturday February10th at noon Eastern Time and 10:00 AM Phoenix time. D
‘vk
CONFERENCE CALL: Just call 1-339-209-5760 and you will be added to the
conference.

"GOOD NEWS, GOOD NEWS, GOOD NEWS" DO NOT MISS THIS MEETING!!!

AGENDA:

General report and update Les Williams

US Army Corp. of Engineers update Ashley Fuentes (report)
Georgetown Plaque Lane Awards Quote
Rosenwald Teachers list update Mona Watts Hurley
Rosenwald, Honorees and Donors Plaque Lane Awards

Quotes

Donation and Pledges report Les Williams

**THIS IS NEW: "ROSENWALD LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP " (We need a scholarship
committee)

This is a 501¢3 project, your contribution is tax deductible.

Make checks payable to RHMM mail to 1174 N. Florence Dr. Chandler, AZ 85226,
MEMO: “The Georgetown Park Project” (501¢3 #82-4694814). Or Zelle to 810-624-7701.
YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY APPRECIATED!!

Thank you in
advance.

Committee Chairman

Les Williams
810-624-7701
awilliams9041@agmail.com




GEORGETOWN PARK PROJECT MEETING 12/9/2023 HIGHLIGHTS:

AGENDA / MEETING NOTES:

General report and update Les Williams REPORTED:
Mr. Sutton was informed that we have matched his $10,000 donation.

We have $20,180.00 in the bank to date.

2d z!

He was happy to hear news and said he and his wife plan to attend the plaque unveiling.
US Army Corp. of Engineers update Ashley Fuentes

*Les sent Ashley a Georgetown plaque quote. She added it to her project proposal. She will get
back with us soon.

Dedication of the Football field Mr. Charles Morton HIS Superintendent

*Les called Mr. Morton; They plan to have a ceremony for the new football in August 2024 at
the first football game.

Georgetown & Rosenwald Plaques Lane Awards Quotes

*We have quotes for both the Georgetown and the Rosenwald plaques. The quotes are well
within our budget.

Rosenwald Plaque update Mona Watts Hurley *The Rosenwald staffs list is
under review.

Donation and Pledges report Les Williams *Donations are going well.,
This is a 501c3 project, your contribution is tax deductible.

Make checks payable to RHMM mail to 1174 N. Florence Dr. Chandler, AZ 85226,
MEMO: “The Georgetown Park Project” (501¢3 #82-4694814). Or Zelle to 810-624-7701.
YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY APPRECIATED!!

Thanks in advance,

Committee Chairman

Les Williams 810-624-7701 awilliams9041(@gmail com




Gmatl Alaska Williams <awilliams9041@gmail.com>

Harlan Plaque Info
2 messages

Thu, Jan 11, 2024 at 11:21

Curnes, Sydney E CIV USARMY CELRN (USA) <Sydney.E.Curmnes@usace.army.mil> AM

To: "awilliams9041@gmail.com” <awilliams9041 @gmail.com>

Good afternoon Alaskal

Great talking with you again yesterday on the updates to the plaque sizes. | appreciate you keeping me updated. If you
have the plague design detalls, feel free to share them. On the phone you mentioned the potential opportunity of USACE
putting our logo in the header of the plagues or finding another way to represent our involvement. We will take a peak
once you send it over.

I will follow up with you at the end of the month once | hear back from our structural section chief on if we can mount the
plagues on the floodwall or if we will have to take another route. | will share a Teams link and invite City of Harlan

Representatives to join.

(el

Feel free to call me anytime with questions or concerns along the way! | am excited to get the project rolling.

Sincerely,

Sydney Curnes

Landscape architect & Planner
Planning Division

Nashville District, Corps of Engineers

615-339-9548

Alaska Williams <awilliams38041@gmail.com> Thu, Jan 11, 2024 at 4:.08 PM
To: "Curnes, Sydney E CIV USARMY CELRN (USA)" <Sydney.E.Curnes@usace.army.mil>

Thanks Sydney,
| will get back to you.
{Quoted text hidden]

sdq!



‘é‘ Gmaﬁ Alaska Williams <awilliams9041@gmail.com>

Georgetown Project
2 messages

Wed, Dec 20, 2023 at 12:34

Fuentes, Ashley A CIV USARMY CELRN (USA) <Ashley.A Fuenies@usace.army.mil> PM

To; Alaska Williams <awilliams8041@gmail.com>
Cc: "Curnes, Sydney E CIV USARMY CELRN (USA)" <Sydney.E.Curnes@usace.army.mil>

S,

Good Afternoon Mr. Alaska, 09

v

| wanted to give you a brief update. We have officially submitted the project to HQ. They are working on approval and will 4:
be sending funding as soon as they can. They are tracking a middle of January end date for sign ordering, so we

*should™ have the funding in house by then (hopefully within the next week or so pending holiday leave schedules). |

would like to set up a meeting with a few folks from our end and yours to discuss the project in a bit more detail. We have
requested enough funding to support the sign purchase as well as some labor for us to participate how we can.

I am still finding the best person to be at the ribhon cutting ceremony from USACE | but since we do not have an exact
date right now, it will be hard to determine the person/people who will be present. Please do not let me forget to tatk about
the 1-3 sentences that we will need to add to the plaque to ensure that it satisfies the “flood Risk” component of the
Floodplain Management Services Program. { will work with our team here to ensure it will fit on the sign. Let’s plan on
circling up after the New Year for that meeting. Is there a day and time that works in your schedule for the first few
weeks?

I hope this news finds you well.

Ashley Fuentes

Chief, Environmental and Cultural Section
TN Silver Jackets Coordinator

Planning Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Cell: 615.490.1275

Alaska Williams <awilliams8041@gmail.com> Wed, Dec 20, 2023 at 1:13 PM
To: Larry Kirksey <larrykirksey@yahoo.com>

[Quoted text hidden]



HARLAN INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
TEL. 1606 ST3.8700 2O CENTRAL ST
FAN 1606 ST87 1 HARPAN KNY Ju83d

Ga Sl

Wednesday . Tebruary 28 2018

Foo Whom Tt May Coneern

Ewrite i support ol the Rosenwald Harlanmies orgamzation and therr mission tw continue to the
legacy of Rosenwald High School through their generous gifts tor scholarship and financial aid o
deserving students,

Fhe Harlan Independent School s proud of our current and histornical connection with the
Rosenwald Harlamites organization U pon the mtegration of schools, Rosenwald and Harlan
began a partnership that served to strengthen and diversity the educational experience tor our
school and communiy

We are proud to support the Rosenwald Harlanites in their ¢fforts to commemorate their schaol,
community. and contribution to the betterment of all Harlan County

Sincerely.

4 -
B e

Charles ) Morton, Superintendent

“Pawtness for Success”
EQUAT FDUCATION ANDENMPIOYMENT INSTITUTION



Top Header is 2” tall
Other Headers are 0.785 tall
Verbiage is 0.3” tall / 70 kerning

Names are 0.25” tall / 70 kerning

40x48 Georgetown Plaque«ASI
Alaska Williams

“GEQRGETOWN WAS

GROWING

WILLIE & ANNA MAE MILDRED OCELIA
ALLEN ALLEN ALLEN
JAKE FRANK & MAE
BLURT BODLY
ROBERT EDNA MR
RROWN RROWN BROWNFIELD
TUNIOR WILLIA DEAN CERNICE
CARTER CARTER CHAMBERS
ELIZABETH LOVELESS & RUBY WILLIE
CORNETT COTTON COTTON
TIM & FOREST BEMMa
DAVIS DEADWILDER
FAYE ERNEST & ANNA RUTH MARY JANE
FIELDS FITZGERALD FLOWERS
MYRTLE JoRW L. LORETTA
GHOLSTON GOINS GRAY
JOHN & MYRTLE FRED & ANNETTA JIM & AMANDA
HALE HANNAH HAWNNAH
REATRICE ENBiA FEARL VESSIE (VES)
HENSLEY HINTON HINTON
KENDRICK & DORA DER WALTER & HAZEL
HURST JACKSON FAMFES
WILLIAM & MARIE FRANCES  ROBERT & OTTIE HAZEL
JONES JONES HONES
TTARVEY & FRANCES RICHARD & SUSIE SYLYESTER
i LEE MARTIN
BENNIE SR. & MARY LARRY €. & QUEENIE ROOSEVELT
BATTON PERKINS POPEYE
SHERMAN WILLIE & NOVELLA  CHARLES & LUCINDA
ROSS SAMUELS SANDFORD
CHARLIE DOSHA OBEY
SWAIN TABE TENTMAN
ROV SARAH LEAN
THOMPSON THOMPION TUGGLE
RUBY FRANCES LUICE & ADDIE
WEAVER WEAVER WHYTTES
TOOTSIE TOSEPRINE GRORGE & FMMA
WILSON WRIGHT YOUNG

DIAMOND SPONSORS

t ERED & MEREDKTH US ARMY CORPS SYLVESTER BILLIE OBREY & LANA OF HARLAN f
' TON OF ENGINEERS COOK KIRKSEY WILLIAMG 1
[ PARNELL & ANGELA WILLIAM ISADORE LARRY KIRKSEY AUBREY WILLIAMS |
) G OLD SP ONS ORS MINTER TURNER KNG NFL COACH, KY FOOTRALL ATTORNEY, JUDG i
HALL OF FAME 2622 KY STATE LEGISLATOR

i GEORGENNA LARRY & ANITA !
| RILEY KIRKSEY BRONZE SPONS ORS WILLIS MEEES DR GEORGENNA RILEY {
: ALASEA & RHODA DANA NASA SCIERTIST MERCY HOSPITAL
1 WILLIAMS WOOD WEBB DARIN & TRAVCE ROE‘;E;;;?STH“ oL fzﬂiii\t'gmﬂ DR BETTY HERDERSON DS DONNA WALKER |
' MAGALENE BILLY RAE & ALBERTA LEAS N5oE LLING ROCHESTER. NY CINCINNATL OHIG |
. MEEKS FLUKER AUBREY & PHYLLIS PORTER

WHLTAMS BEEBLES ROZEL HOLLINGSWORTH JR. MRS DAKNA WOOD wess!
i WILLIAM }‘LO\’D & MONA BPRO ON ATTORNEY NY, NY, ASST. §

SILVER SPONSORS

GEORGETOW

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN - 1904 TO 1977 DEDICATED -

TORRENTIAL RAIN FELL APRIL 2-5 OF 1977 CAUSING DEVASTATING FLOODING ACROSS SOUTHEAST KENTUCKY, SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA AND PARTS OF TENNESSEE.
SEVERAL COUNTIES IN KENTUCKY WERE DECLARED A DISASTER, INCLUDING HARLAN COUNTY, THE DEPTH OF MARTINS FORK RIVER AT THE CITY OF HARLAN
DURING THE 1977 FLOOD WAS ARQUT 27 FEET AROVE NORMAL STREAM LEVEL. HUNDREDS OF HOMES AND RUSINESSES WERE DESTROYED, AND THE COMMUNITY
SUFFERED A GREAT LOSS. PARTICULARLY IMPACTED WAS GEORGETOWN, A BLACK COMMUNITY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF HARLAN ALONG THE FLOODPLAIN.
AFTER THE FLOODING EVENT, THE CITY OF HARLAN WORKED WITH THE UNITED STATES ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, NASHVILLE DISTRICT, TO CONSTRUCT
THIS FLOODWALL. THE FLOODWALL WAS COMPLETED IN 1996 AND DESIGNED TO PROVIDE A GREAT LEVEL OF PROTECTION FROM FUTURE FLOQUDS.

4 VIBRANT BLACK COMMUNITY. WHEN YOU CROSSED GEORGETOWN BRIDGE, IT FELT LIKE HOME.
KENTUCKY AVENUE AND GREEN STREET WERE THE MAIN STREETS, AND THEN THERE WERE THE ALLEYS THAT HAD NO NAMES BUT WEKE A VITAL PART OF THE
TOWN’S CHARACTER. LINING THESE STREETS AND ALLEYS WHERE ABOUT SIXTY QUAINT HOUSES WHERE PREACHERS, TEACHERS, BUSINESSMEN, NURSES, COAL
MINERS AND MANY OTHERS OF VARIOUS PROFESSTONS LIVED. WE WERE HARDWORKING PEOPLE, UNITED BY A BOND OF FRIENDSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP. WE
ATTENDED ONE OF TWO CHURCHES ON SUNDAY. WE SHOPPED IN THE STORES OF DOWNTOWN HARLAN. HARLAN WAS THE PLACE TO BE ON THE WEEKEND.
HOWEVER, IF YOU WERE BLACK, GEORGETOWN WAS THE PLACE TO GO. YOU WERE INVITED TO A BACKYARD BARBECUE OR TO JUST COME UP ON THE PORCH
TO TALK FOR A WHILE. KIDS WERE SAFE PLAYING IN THE PARK, RIDING BIKES IN THE STREETS OR DROPPING IN ON FRIENDS. THE PARK WAS AT THE END OF
KENTUCKY AVENUE. IT WAS EITHER A FOOTBALL FIELD IN THE FALL OR A BASERALL FIELD IN THE SPRING AND SUMMER. IT ALSO HAD A BASKETRALL COURT,
A TENNIS COURT, AND OTHER PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT. THE ONLY BLACK FULL-SIZE SWIMMING FPOOL IN THE COUNTY WAS ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE
BRIDGE; HOWEVER, MOST OF US LEARNED TO SWIM IN THE NICKEL HOLE, WHICH WAS PART UF THE C
ENTERTAINMENT CORNERSTONE FOR GEORGETOWN. IT HAD A POOL ROOM, BARBER SHOP, MUSIC, DARNCING, FOOD AND MORE. WE WERE FRIENDS AND
FAMILY AND WE LIVED, WORKED, AND PLAYED TOGETHER AND KNEW WE COULD DEPEND ON EACH OTHER. GEORGETOWN WAS THE LIFELINE FOR MANY
UP IN TRYING TIMES. IT DOES NOT EXIST ON THE MAP ANYMORE, BUT 1T WILL LIVE FOREVEK IN OUR HEARTS”
- CO-CHAIRMEN OF ROSENWALD HARLANITES MID-MICHIGAN, ALASKA WILLIAMS AND LARRY KIRKSEY

GEORGETOWN FAMILIES

MBERLAND R

2024

IVER. THE HALL WAS THE SUCIAL AND

WALT & JOSEVHINE WILLIAM & FI IZARETH MARY CORNELIUS CLAUDE & VIRGINIA
ARNOLD RANKS AVERY BEACH
DELORIS tMAMIE) JOHR & GERTRUDE HENRY & 1004 LINTISAY BRULAH
RODY BROOKS EROWN BROWN REOWN
JUHN MARTHA LEWIS & DARATHESTER  BLEASE & CORA
BUCHANAN CARLISLE ER CARTER CARTER
AR, HANNAH SYLVESTER SR. & EXMMA MARY JANE JOE & JESSIE
CHISLOM CLARK COHOK COBRNLTT CORNETT
LOUELLA WILLTAM SR. & LORENE SHED & MILDRED DEWITT & MARY LOLA ERNIE
CRANFORD CRANFORD DAWSON DAVENPORT DAVl
NELLA MAE OTIs RUBEN & NINA CHARLES & PRINCELLA RICHARD & SUSIE
BENSON DUPREE ELLISON FARROW FIELDS
LEVESTER & PRI{CILLA WILLIE MAE PHILLIP & JEANETTE KATIE BELL BUTTERCUP
FORESTER FORESTER FLUKER GARIE GHOLSTON
MELVIN & GENEVA WILLIE & BILLIE JTAMES & FRANCES GERALDINE GEORGE
GRAY GRAY GRAY GREER GRIFFITH
SYLUS & MARY ELTZABETH MELVIN & ELIZABETH MARIE OTIS & BERTHA MAE MARY JANE
HARBIN HARBIN HARRIS HENDERSON HENDERSON
IRVIN LEE & ADUE LUCILLE INE7. RENNIE MAE CHARLIE .
HOLLINGSWORTH HORN HUFY HUGHES HUNTER
EARL & NEDUIE WILLIAM & FANNIE JAMES & AGGIE ANNAB. ELZA
FARMAN JENNINGS JOHNS {OHNSON JOHNSON
EZRA & BLOWDINE ESTILL JAMES & SALLY MITCHEM CREULA JOE OLLIE
fUNES KING KIRKSEY LANG LEE
DOVIE MAE TIORACE & MARY JFAMES & MARY aNW LAWRENCE & PRUDENCE  GEORGE & LOLA
MARTIN MCCONNEL MCFINLEY MCKINLEY MILLS
JACK &% GEORGIA  HERBERT & TOMMIELEE ED X LAURA CHRISTIKE DAVID
REED RHODEMAN BODGERS RO33 ROSS
EDDIE GLADYS EDDIE & AMANDA TESSIE RUNSHINE MAE
SANDFORD SANDFORD STALLINGS STARKS SWAIN
REV. PHILLIP & MARY KING LESTER SR. & ALICE AMANDA
TENTMAN TERRELL THOMAS THOMPSON
ANNA D FANNIE FRANCIS {BESSIE) TOLBERY ANU LEOLA  WILLTAM & ¥LIZABETH
TYSON WALKER CURD WALKER WALKER
FLIZABRTH DARSAW & HELEN ETHEL GERNICE ALONZO SR. & ESSIE
TWILLIAMS WILLIAMS WWILLIAMS WWEHLLIAMS WILLIAMS

BLACK DIGNITARIES
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WHEREAS, Georgetown, once a vibrant Black community in the city of Harlan, Kentucky, was
destroyed during an unprecedented flooding incident nearly five decades ago; and

WHEREAS, Geargetown, with dozers of homes lining Kentucky Avenue and Green Slticet, was a
close-knit community near the hanks of the Cumberland River cornected to downtown
Harlan by the Georgetown Bridge. This low-slung bridge was used caily to make the
ten-minute walk to town; and

WHEREAS, Devastating flooding cccurred during a torrential rainstorm which began on April 2 and
ended on April 5 in 1977, causing the normally calm branches of Martins Fork on the
Cumberland River to rise 27 feet above its normal stream; and

WHEREAS,  The rasidents of Georgetown feared the worst as the waters receded, and the
community suffered irreversible damage. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
constructed flood walls and ordered the evacuation of the citizens of the Georgetown
community; and

WHEREAS, The hardworking residents of Georgetown, united for generations by fellowship and
friendship, had no choice but to move elsewhere: and

WHEREAS, Today, the land has been reclaimed for a new high school football field and tennis
courts, but the former residents and their descendants have not forgotten Georgetown
and are gathering for a dedication in honor of this former community;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, ANDY BESHEAR, Governor cf the Commonwsealth of Kentucky, do hereby pay
tribute to

THE FORMER GEORGETOWN COMMUNITY,
HARLAN COUNTY

in remembrance of thi= community and the people who once lived and worked there.

OONE AT THE CAPITOL, in the City of Frankfort the
30" day of lJuly, in the year of Our Lord Two
Thousand Twenty-Four and in the 233 year of the
Commonwealth.

ANDY BESHEAR
GOVERNOP




